heavy in the western 
and northern 
regions. So, rivers 
and streams begin to 
flow. The snow from 
the mountains melts 
and flows down the 
rivers. There is also 
fertile land near 
these river banks, 
and people grow 
crops here. 


The winter in Iran 
is very cold, like in 
Punjab and Kashmir. 
But during summer, 
it is extremely hot. 
The summer in Iran 
is more severe than the summer in India. You 
know how hot it is here in May and June, until 
it rains. On the Iranian plateau, since it hardly 
ever rains, imagine how hot it must be! 


What sort of trees would grow in such a 
dry region? There cannot be a forest with such 
little rainfall, only some grasses and shrubs. 
See fig. 1. 


е Can you see any vegetation on the | 
mountains? | 
| 
| 
| 


е What seems to be growing at the foot 
of the mountains? ў 


е What can you tell about the people оў | 


| 


_ Iran from the picture? Write in 5-6 | 
sentences. 


° What sort of houses do they live in? 
© Which animals do they use for riding? 


е Do they live in the. same place 
permanently? 


е What are the possible crops in this hot 
© and dry climate? Can many people live 
in such a place? What would be their | 
food? Е 
The main occupation of the people living 
in the arid regions of Iran 15 animal rearing. 
Thousands of people depend on animal rearing 
for their livelihood. There are various tribes 


among the pastoralists, such as the Loors, 


‚ 


Bakhtiyars, Baluchis, Kashkais etc, They 
move about in these grass and shrubby lands 


in order to graze their sheep and goats. 


е Can you say why they rear sheep and 
goats instead of cows and buffaloes? 


These pastoralists live on the slopes of the 
hills. In the winter it is very cold on the 
mountain, so they graze their sheep and camels 
animals either on the plateau, or in the coastal 
region. During this time, the mountains are 
covered with snow. When summer approaches 
and fodder becomes scarce in the lower 
regions, they go up the mountains along with 
their herds. On the mountains, during summer, 
snow melts and there is some greenery. and 
soft and juicy new grasses grow (Fig. 2). These 
being hot summer months, nothing grows on 
the plateau. 


ia 
| * Apart from grass, what else do animals 
с need? 


These bands of people travel through 
regions where water is available for them and 
their animals. They rear donkeys and horses 
to carry their loads while travelling. In very 
dry regions, camels are reared for this purpose. 


© Why are camels more useful in very dry | 
regions? 


ХА 
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Fig. 2. An elderly Kashkai shepherd is grazing his flock 
on the soft, new, summer grasses. He left the Persian 
Gulf about a month ago and travelled 200 miles to reach 


the grasslands of the mountains. 


е Can these people who are always on the | 
move-with their herds of animals, settle 
down permanently in any one place? 


You have read about the herdsmen of the 
polar region. They make their homes with 
reindeer skins. Look at Fig. 3 showing a camp 
of Iranian herdsmen. What could their tents 
be made of? Actually, the Iranian herders get 
plenty of wool from their sheep. They make 
their tents out of woollen 
blankets stretched on a 
wooden frame. People 
stay for some time in 
these tents. When they 
have to go elsewhere, 
they load their tents onto 
their animals and move 
off. 


Animals are also a 
source of food,.such as 
meat and milk products. 
They buy goods like 


grain and other 
necessities by 
exchanging meat, 


leather and wool. 


Oases 
e plateau are deserts, 


Many dry parts of th | 
Many dry Į d. It is like the Thar 


where there is only sand. 1 аке 
desert of Rajasthan. During the day it is 
extremely hot and dust storms blow. No plants 
or trees ok water ог roads can be seen far into 
the distance. 

The people of the desert arcas of Iran live 
only where they can get water from a well or 
spring, or where there 15 underground water. 
Such places are known as oases. Water which 
flows from cracks in rocks 15 called 
Due to the 


a spring. 


Fig. 4 shows an oasis. 
availability of water, date palms and other 
plants grow here. 


If there is sufficient water near the oasis, 
people irrigate the land for cultivating some 
grain. In many places, they make underground 
channels to transport water for cultivation. 
These channels are very long. Look at fig. 5 
and see what arrangements are made for water. 


Mountains of the North and West 


Now let us move from the desert and the 
mountains in the middle of Iran and go to the 
mountains in the north and the west. You have 
seen that there is a lot of rainfall there. They 


Fig. 3. Camp of Pastoralists 
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The surrounding land is also irrigated in the 


same way. In many places, people collect water 
in underground tanks. 


Teheran is the capital of Iran, situated at 
the foot of the mountains. 


|е From Мар 2, identufy the mountains т 


. near Teheran. 


Isfahan, Shiraz, Abadan, Kirmanshah, etc. 
are the other important cities of Iran. Locate 
these cities on the map. 


The population of Iran is very small 
compared to that of India. Settlements have 


n accordance with the availability 


ind. Where there 1S agricultu | 
а Е та 
led down 


emerged i 
of water and | 
land, more people have sett 
valuable in Iran which 


There is something | | 
his is mineral oil or 


brings ina lot of money. T 
petroleum. 


PETROLEUM 


extraction and use 


You have read about the 
eople have been 


of petroleum in Indonesia. P ‘ 
using it for the purpose of fuel since ancient 
times. People knew how to collect and use the 


oil which came out of the earth. 


Nowadays, petroleum is used for many 
other purposes, too. Petrol is used as a fuel in 
scooters, cars and other vehicles, Diesel and 
kerosene are also extracted from it. Cooking 
gas is also obtained. Machine grease, plastic, 
coal tar and even some varieties of terylene 
cloth and fertilizers, are manufactured out of 
petroleum. Over the past 100-150 years, 
petroleum has become indispensable for 
running machines, vehicles, aeroplanes, ships 
and to produce many other products. The 
demand for oil is ever increasing. 


Explorations have revealed many zones of 
mineral oil in the western region of Iran. Many 


Fig. 7. Plains near the Caspian Sea 


of these zones have 
huge reserves of 
mineral oil 


With the growing 
demand for oil, it is 
extracted оп a large 
Scale through oil 
Wells. The extracted 
ОП is transported to 
the Persian Gulf 
through pipelines. 
Generally, crude oil is 
exported to other 
countries. Some oilis | | 
refined-in’ Abadan, " Fig. 8. ОП Refinery а: Abadan 


You can see.a picture 
of an oil reffinery in Abadan here (Fig. 8). Industries of Iran 
Iran earns plenty of revenue through the Factories producing a variety of goods have 
-sale of petroleum. With this money, schools, now been set up in Iran. Motor vehicles, 
hospitals and roads, etc. have been electric appliances, textiles, leather and 
constructed. Iran owes its prosperity today to woollen goods are now being manufactured. 
its oil wells. Weaving woollen carpets is a traditional 
occupation of Iran, which is world famous for 


• Do you know whether India sells | its carpets. These soft carpets, woven with 


с его ет or whether we biy oil from attractive designs, are spread on the floor of 
- ап and other countries? houses and tents. 


EXERCISES 


1. Why is it said that Iran resembles a bowl? 

2. What type of region is called a desert? Which part of Iran is a desert? 

3. Why are there no big rivers in iran? Why do the small streams dry up once they reach the plateau? 
4, What is an oasis? What advantages do settlers find in an oasis? 

5. Where do the forests of Iran Пе? Why? 

6. Why do the people of northern Iran carry out cultivation? What crops do they grow? 

7, What is the importance of petroleum? Write in three sentences. 

8. Make a list of the occupations of the Iranian people, 
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CHAPTER 14 
ASIA - PHYSICAL FEATURES 


You have read about the Plains of the Narmada, the Satpura Hills, and the Plateau of Bhopal - 
Vidisha in your region. You probably know that India has high mountains like the Himalayas, 
great river plains like those of the Ganga and Yamuna, and huge plateaus like the Deccan plateau. 
You have also read about several countries and regions of Asia. Have you wondered about the rest 
of Asia? Hang up the physical map of Asia in your classroom and study it with the help of the map 
in this book. You will see that there are several mountain ranges to the north of the Himalayas. 


Look at the map and write down the names of the main mountain ranges of Asia. 


PLATEAUS OF ASIA 


Look at the map and try to make out the differences between the Deccan Plateau and the 
Plateau of Iran. Locate the Plateau of Arabia and the Yunan Plateau. There are several 
plateaus in Central Asia. Locate them and write down their names. Also, say which of 
them is surrounded by mountains and which ones have escarpments like those of the 
Bhopal-Vidisha Plateau. 


The Pamir Plateau is so high that it is called the Roof of the World! Look at the map and see 
which mountain ranges radiate from there in different directions. 


а 


PLAINS AND RIVERS OF ASIA 
There are many huge and wide river plains like those of the Ganga and Indus, in which big 
rivers flow. 


A map of the rivers of Asia is given on page 159. First identify the plains and then say which 
rivers flow through these plains. 


Look carefully at the map of the rivers and you will notice that the rivers of Asia flow from 
the interior and empty themselves into the oceans on all sides. 


Can you guess why this is so? Are the interior regions of Asia higher than the regions close 


Rivers draining into it 


to the coast? 
Fill in the table - 


Pacific Ocean 


Indian Ocean 


Arabian Sea 


Arctic Ocean 


Persian Gulf 
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EXERCISES 


1. Fill in the blanks - ч 
а) Plain is to the south of the Himalyas and ___ Plateau is to the north. - 
b) Mountains are to the west of the Siberian Plain, and Mountains are to the east 


с) The Turkish Plain is to the of the Hindukush Mountains, and to the 
2. True or False? я 

а) The Mongolian Plateau can be reached by climbing an escarpment. 

b) The Plateau of Yunan is to the north and west of the Mekong river plain. 


c)The River Ob and River Amu flow in the Plain of northern China. 


4) The Tianshan mountain range 15 to the south of the Siberian Plain, 


e)The River Si Kiang and the River Irawati both empty into the same ocean. 
nd the River Yangest both empty into the same ocean, 
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1) The River Lena a 


eee. N of the Caspian Sea. 
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1. INTER-DEPENDENCE 


KISHAN’S LONELINESS 


f Have you ever been absolutely alone at home? Do you remember what it felt like? Being alone 
9 i i Е В 

га day is all right, but can anyone live alone for a long time? 

опе. His name was Kishan. He was 


Let us read about one such person who lived absolutely al 
ents, no brothers or 


а potter. He lived in Kishanpur village. He had no one to call his own — no par | 
sisters, no wife and no children. He lived ай by himself апа did all his work himself. 


= 


И ТШЕ] 


Kishan would get up early in the morning and go to the forest to cut wood. Leaving the wood 
at home, he would go to the river. There he would bathe, wash his clothes and fill spater аа мазе 
back with him. On reaching home he would kindle the fire and cook his food 1fte os С И 
meal, he would get down to work and make pots the whole day. | ТОИ 


On Wednesdays a weekly market was held at Kishanpur. Kishan would go there and sell his 
pots. Whatever he earned by selling the pots, he would spend on buying things of daily ки ве 
foodgrains, spices, (masalas), clothes, shoes, etc. When he reached h di ë he ae ев? өни а 
meal, arrange his со! and go to sleep. While lying on his cot, he would sometimes think, “How 
happy 1 ат, I do ай my work by myself and fulfil ай ту needs. Гат пог dependent on ee н 


Ге Why did} Kishan think that he was not dependent on anyone? è | 
Бер - п do you depend upon for your meals? я E 

Whom do you depend upon for your ШАЙ ша СЕ | В. | 
One day, К ishan. fell ill. He had very high fever. Now he began to feel extremely lonely. “If 
some relatives were with me now, they could have at least taken care of те,” thought Kishan. 


he had to go to the doctor who gave him some medicine. “I was so content because 1 
But today my loneliness has got the better of me,” Kishan said 


Finally 
didn't have to depend on anyone. 


to. the doctor. 
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The doctor replied, “It’s true that you live alone, yet уои are dependent on a number of people. 


ms а ?" ама? Kishan, “I do all my work myself.” 
е doctor asked Kishan, “Do you make all the things you изе?” 


Kishan began to think about this question. “The doctor is right,” he thought, “I buy many 
things which I need. These are all made by others.” 


ЖЕШНДЕ Kishan КОНЕ Look carefully at the picture | 
кара the things Kishan uses. Ae ГЫ | 
в. Discuss which of these things are not made by Kishan. Who makes them? | 
х 3 rom the list given below, choose the words, which are similar in meaning to the word | 
dependent’ : together, rely, hard work, independent, support. (ада де as 


• On the previous Page, there is 
and make a list of all 


Even though Kishan lives alone and does all his work by himself, he is dependent on a number 
of people. These people produce the things he needs, like foodgrains, vegetables, clothes, etc. He 
is also dependent on the doctor who treats him when he is ill. 


——————————— та 


Discuss a mongst yourselves and make a list on the blackboard — 
KR examples df those services fo А wh ich you are dependent on others. 
b. Give examp les of those things for which уои are dependent on others. 

(с What are the things that you do yourself? == | 


4 5 ther е any such thing for. which you or your family are not dependent on anyone else? | 


THE INTER-DEPENDENCE OF VILLAGES AND TOWNS 


You have just read how Kishan is dependent on others. Similarly, every person is dependent on 
many others. Unlike Kishan people don’t live alone. They live in villages, towns and cities. Those 
living in the villages are dependent on cities. Similarly, those living in the cities are in turn 
dependent on villages. 


The picture below shows things going from one place to another. One place is called Kolikheda 
and the other Khairatgarh. The picture shows some things being transported from Kolikheda to 
Khairatgarh. Similarly, some goods are being transported from Khairatgarh to Kolikheda. 


гҹ 


0k at Figure 2 and answer the follon 2 questions — 


Name two goods which are being transported fi rom Kolikheda to Khairatgarh. 


Kolikheda | 
ИЛДА j ETT TTL nse с — tiena э ed 
УШ ШОИ ay 


manny Ge 
Zp itty и v(i 
ANO Ue A, ‘ip 
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я Па filk 
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Wheet & Gram 


Cotton 


MMe 23 Fig. 2. Relationship between 
Khairatgarh and Kolikheda 


©. шы Faner МЫ ee арени та +, 


: y „ Wheat i is being rnp chai atgarh о Ко ин 
лБ т Кой o Kha iraigarh, 
poy й, деи ee p 
ves | | 


3 та is dependen o on Kolikheda jor utensils. | > 


азів isle а list of things going from Kolikheda to Khairatgarh, you must have realized that 
Kolikheda is a village. The goods being transported from Kolikheda are things grown in fields 
like foodgrains, cotton, vegetables, etc. Since most of the goods that are being transported from 
Khairatgarh to Kolikheda are made in factories, or are available in large markets of a town or city, 
you can guess that Khairatgarh is a town or city. г 


I ou ve in a city, make a list of the aeons which are з шы to ) your city from | 


: If ‘you live in a a village, m make a list of the goods which are е transported to your village from | 
nearby cities or towns. ° < | 


INTER-DEPENDENCE OF REGIONS 


In the example of Khairatgarh and Kolikheda you saw goods being transported between a city 
and a village. Are all the goods that are being transported from Khairatgarh to Kolikheda, made in 
Khairatgarh city itself? No, some goods are produced in Khairatgarh and others come from outside 
the city. Many goods that are available in Khairatgarh are actually produced in distant regions. 
They have been brought to this city from distant places. From this city these goods are further 
sent to many villages. Kolikheda is one of these villages. 


Hence the relationship between Khairatgarh and Kolikheda is not limited only to the linkages 
between one city and one village. They are linked with many other far off places. 


~Khairatg: arh 


Clothes | Apple & 


С <> Cycle & Radio Turmeric 
ey 
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Look at Figure 3. 


What comes to Khairatgarh пай Assam? | 
From where do apples come to-Khairatgarh? ; | 
Which are the regions that produce the goods used i in Kolikheda? 


-è 


s from your region 
You can also understand the inter- -dependence between regions with ii 
(i.e., around where you live including nearby villages and towns). 


h 
е Read the following list, and answer the questions below with the help р of y our teacher: 


cks, lemon, | 
Coconut, matches, earthen pots, ginger, salt, potato, cycle, bidi, tuar dal, у а f 
: fertilizer, electricity, turmeric, lime, cloth, diesel, wheat, sugar, chillies, 


3 оп. 
‚‚ 4. From the above list, select the things which are made or grown in your reg i 


ё table 
b. Select the names of things which come from outside your region and fill in see d 
given below. Е or every such item write the name of at least one region where it is p 


Relationship of Your Region With Other Regions 


Goods which come from outside your region | Place where it is produced 


Fig. 3. Relationship of Khairatgarh with Other 
Regions 


Khairatgrah 


Maharashtra 


Himachal 
Pradesh 


"нд 


(е) МУИ те. ' 
won 


All regions are dependent on many other regions. This is because any one region cannot grow 


everything that it requires. For example, no single region can grow all Ma e ae 
main crop of some regions, while some other region might have ср твори, 
areas grow mangoes while others grow apples. 

ne place while 


Similarly, all kinds of things are not made in any one place. Cloth is made то 
rent things are 


Soap is produced in another, and in yet another place fertilizer is produced. Diffe | 
Produced in different areas or regions. Therefore, every region needs to get goods from other 


regions. In this way, regions become inter-dependent. 
INTER-DEPENDENCE 


You saw in this chapter how we are dependent on one another. A person who lives in a village 
is dependent on cities and towns for certain things. Similarly, people staying in towns and cities 
are dependent on villages for certain goods. Many goods reach villages from towns, and many 
other things reach towns from villages. In this way a town and a village become dependent on 
each other. They are inter-dependent. 


You will read more about different types of inter-dependence in the chapters that follow. In 
Geography you will read about the speciality of different regions because of which certain things 
are grown or produced there. You will also read about the goods that are exchanged between 
different regions. In History you will read about the evolution of villages and cities and how 
inter-dependence grew with their development. In Civics you will read about different kinds of 
markets such as the weekly market (haat) and mandi and how buying and selling takes place in 
these markets. You would also learn about how traders connect people by selling and buying 
things and how these markets affect our daily life: 


Exercises 
1. Like Kishan, in what way are we dependent on others? 
2. a. How are villages and cities dependent on each other? b. How is one region dependent on other regions? 
3. Look at fig 2. and 3 and describe how a place like Kolikheda is related to other regions. 


4. Suppose one day the clothes you are wearing began to speak, “Do you know how and with whose labour the 
clothes you are wearing were made? Once upon a time a farmer sowed cotton in the field. Then ...” Complete 
this story. 


5. Look at fig. 2. Apples and turmeric are grown in villages, but not grown in Kolikheda village. Why? 

6. On the basis of the list given below make a picture like fig. 2 on the relationship between Neral and Pali. 
Goods going from Neral to Pali : Fertiliser, electric motors, shoes. Goods from Pali to Neral: Rice, Bananas, Masoor dal. 
7. Answer the following questions with the help of your teacher. 

(a) Are the goods given in the table produced in your place? 


Things 


Where are they made? 


Roof tiles 
Groundnut oil 
Rice 

Cement 


(b) Find out from where cardamom and cloves come to your place. What are the special features of the regions 


where they grow? 

8. Here is some information about Prabhatgarh. Prabhatgarh town has many bidi factories. Plastic shoes are also 
made there. Many cartloads of vegetables come to Prabhatgarh from the villages of Bhanwar tehsil. The 
fertiliser sold in Prabhatgarh market is made in the factories of Kota. Large milk cans used at Prabhatgarh for 


storing and transporting are from Indore. Draw a picture showing this information, like the fig. 3. 


9. Is there anything which is grown or made in your village or city which is sent to far-off places? What are the 
special features of your area because of which it is produced in large quantities? 
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2. WEEKLY MARKETS AND MANDIS 


You may have gone to a week] 
Mandi. Discuss with your teac 


The previous chapter was about inter- 
dependence. You learnt how goods need to be 
transported from one place to another because 
of this inter-dependence. Often the things that 
we use have to pass through many hands 
. before they reach us. Traders organise this 
movement of things from one place to another. 
For instance, traders bring many things to be 
sold at the weekly market. A mandi is also a 
market, but of a different kind. Come let us 
learn about how haat and mandi function. 


MARKETS WITH PERMANENT SHOPS 


You must have seen a city or town market. 
They have permanent shops. They open every 
day and stock many items for sale. Since there 
are a large number of people living in the city, 
the shopkeepers are able to sell some things 
every day. The buyers usually visit different 
shops which sell the same thing to compare 
its price. If there was only one shop selling a 
particular item, the shopkeeper could charge 
as much as he wished to. However, there are 
usually many shops selling the same thing and 
each shopkeeper is keen to sell his goods. In 
such a competitive situation any one 
shopkeeper cannot sell at very high prices. 


Fig. 1. City market 


y market (haat). You may have also gone to or heard about a 
her the difference between a haat and a mandi. 


Are there permanent shops in the villages 
around you? Leaving aside a few big villages, 
most others do not have such markets of 
permanent shops. What is the reason for this? 


Compared to a city, there are much fewer 
people in a village. If there are many permanent 
shops in a village, they cannot not sell their 
wares. That is why there are no permanent 
markets in the villages in our state. What kind 
of market do the villagers buy from? All 
villagers cannot repeatedly go to a nearby city 
market to buy the things they need. Hence for 
people living in villages, the most convenient 
market is the nearby weekly market, or the 
haat bazaar. 


eo Select the correct meaning: | 
y | 


t? means: place, everlasting, 


a changing, big. 


да 


2 two important features of a city | 


` WEEKLY MARKET IN VILLAGES: НААТ 


The picture of a weekly market іп а village, 
on the next page, looks so different from the 
picture of the city market. Traders have spread 
out their sheets to display and sell their wares. 
Vegetables are being sold in one quarter while 
shoes are being sold in another. In yet 
another place potters have set up shops. 


These shops in the village haar are not 
permanent. The trader who puts up a shop 
at the haat winds it up the same evening. 


The next day he puts up shop at some other 
haat. 


Most village people buy a variety of 
things of everyday use from the w eekly 
market. Does this mean that there is а 
weekly market at every village? No, every 
village does not have a weekly market ог 
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Fig 2. Haat: weekly markets 


haat. When a weekly market is held in one 
village the people from nearby villages also 
come to buy things from there. The day of the 
weekly market at a particular village is fixed, 
usually once a week. 


People living in villages cannot do without 
a haat. It is here that they buy clothes, shoes, 
vegetables, jaggery, chillies, etc. They buy all 
products which are needed for their daily lives, 
which they do not produce themselves. 


е Give some examples of permanent city 3 
-markets near your place. . 


ts in the region 


е Are there weekly mar 
alist of them and | 


A Trader in the Haat 


There is a trader called Aftab who lives in 
Itarsi town. Come, let us meet him. Aftab sells 
locks and metal tools of different types. But 
he does not have a permanent shop in Itarsi. 
He sells his wares in the haats that take place 
in nearby villages and towns. | 


There are many traders who put up their 
shops in weekly markets and have to keep 
travelling around. They are in one place today 
and in another the next day. Aftab, too, is one 
such trader. Do they travel along a particular 
pre-decided route or do they simply get up and 
go anywhere? Usually, these traders decide on 
a route which takes the form of a weekly cycle. 
In this way they set up shops in different haats 


and come back to the same place once a week. 
Their routes are decided according to their 
convenience. 

Aftab lives in Itarsi. On Monday, he sets up 
shop in Seoni-Malwa and on Tuesday in Babai. 
On Wednesday he takes a holiday and on 
Thursday he sets up shop in the Itarsi haat. 
Then he goes to the Bhaunra haat on Friday, 
the Pathakheda haat on Saturday and the 
Saarni haat on Sunday. Aftab keeps travelling 
in this way and completes his cycle of haats in 
a week. Aftab gets quite tired travelling like 
this for the whole week. He gets to rest only 


_one day of the week. Setting up shop at six 


different places on six days, one after the other, 
with only one дау 5 rest — of course he will be 
exhausted! 


Aftab’s cycle of haats is given in the map. 
In this map, you can see how Aftab travels 


Map: Aftab's Haat Cycle 


Seoni-Malwa 


Pathakbeda 


OE К 


times, he thinks that 


he sells for Rs 12. Some 
nd buy wares worth 


he should go to Delhi a | 
six to eight thousand rupees. The traders in 
Jabalpur buy from Delhi. Locks are made in 
Aligarh, near Delhi, so they are cheaper in 
Dethi than in Jabalpur. 


А [* Why. does Aftab travel to different | 
i places? aoe | 
А а, Why does Айаб5 family buy locks from | 
= Jabalpur? = | 
2 A * You may go to a haat. Make a table and | 
ory eth УШ іп the the following information you — 

ATOS ©] HH: get from there. 
Vi Ў .- Make а list of the ‘villages from | 
a il _where people come to this haat. | 
Fig. 4. Aftab’s shop. What all can you sce in Фреге! - Find out from any trader his weekly | 
around Itarsi, the place where he stays. You cycle of haats. | 
can also figure out how he actually travels io - In which places does he put up his | 
different places, whether by rail or road since _ shop? | 
routes are shown on the map. <= Does he set up a shop on every die | 
Aftab has to set up his shop every day in a of the week? If not, what does he do | 
new place. He spreads a sheet on the ground ~ “on that day(s)? ee 


and displays his wares on it. In the evening 
as the weekly market closes, he totals up his 
sales of the day and packs up his wares into a 
box. Then he goes home to Itarsi. 


Many towns, too, have weekly markets. In 
some areas of these towns weekly markets 
have been held for many years, even before 
they became part of the town. Hence, people 
in these towns buy things from the permanent 
shops as well as from the weekly markets. 


On Fridays and Saturdays, he doesn t return 
home. As can be seen in the map, Bhaunra, 
Pathakheda and Saarni are in the same 


direction, away from Itarsi. So he spends his You read іп the chapter on 'Inter- 
night at the place of the day's haat and goes dependence’ how goods travel over long 
to the other haat from there. He returns home distances to different places. It is through 


from Saarni on Sunday evening. 


(е In the circular diagram given here, fill 
_ in the names of the places to which 
Абар goes in his weekly cycle of haats. 


Wednes 


People from 10 to 20 or even more villages 
come to each haat. So the locks that Aftab sells 
reach people of upto 200 villages. 


Some traders go to buy the wares in bulk 
on their holiday. Aftab does not do it. Other 
members of his family go to Jabalpur to buy 
metal tools and locks in bulk. This is done once 
a month and they may buy wares of about two 
to three thousand rupees. 


Locks are cheaper in Jabalpur than in 
Itarsi. A lock which Aftab purchases for Rs 9, 
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Дата Aftab who put up their shops in 
lee Чед that goods reach distant 
үче. леве traders buy their wares in 
Shea = omies of Madhya Pradesh like 
на. : ore and Jabalpur, in their turn, get 

5 пот different regions in the country. 


reas his from the villages too put up 
shoes, nat oe Artisans bring items like 
, askets and farmers sell grain 
and vegetables. 
Ese Correct the wrong sentence(s)— 
а. А haat has permanent shops. _ 
The 7 ks that Aftab sells in Seoni- 


* 


MANDI 


We saw that goods can reach even remote 
villages through the haat bazaar. Similarly, 
agricultural produce grown in villages too 
reaches distant places. How does this happen? 


Many farmers go to the mandi to sell their 
produce. Traders buy thisagricultural produce 


and transport it to far off regions. Sss 
aan 


Let us go to a mandi Е 
and find out how Ё === 


q 


hanging outside. “Dhannumal and Sons”, 


“Chhaganlal Grain Merchants”, etc. 

Grain is being weighed on large weighing 
scales. These scales can be seen at many places 
in the yard. At another place there is a heap of 
grain, around which people are standing. Let 
us see what is happening there. 


Auction at the Mandi 


At one end of the yard, gram (chana) is 
being auctioned. It belongs to a farmer called 
Kanhaiyalal. Two men in uniform are standing 
next to the heap. One has a receipt book in his 
hands. Can you identify them in fig.6? These 
people in uniform are not policemen, but 
employees of the mandi samiti. One of them is 
taking the bids while the other is there to keep 


-a written record of the sales. 


“Gulabi gram 875!” One of the employees 
began by calling out the starting bid. Traders 
are standing round the heap and examining 
some of Kanhaiyalal’s gram held in their 
palms. What kind of gram is it? How are the 
grains? Are they worm-bitten? Is there any 
husk mixed in it? | 


а | Fig 5. Mandi yard 


agricultural produce is || ТД ТШ 
| ; 


sold there. 


There is a large open 
yard surrounded by the 
shops and godowns of 
various traders. There 
is a big gate in front, 
through which a number 
of loaded trucks аге f 
going out. There is also 
a stream of tractors and 
bullock carts loaded 
with grain coming into 
the mandi through the 
same gate. Sacks of 
grain can be seen in 
many piles in the yard. 
Some of the shops have 
the traders’ nameplates 


Ш ИТИКЕ ЗН А 
Bae: 


Fig. 6. Mandi samiti employees conducting an auction 


One of the traders calls out a bid, “920 
rupees!” He is one of the registered traders 
in the mandi samiti. No one can simply walk 
in and start bidding. Only those traders who 
are registered with the mandi samiti can bid 
at the auctions of that particular mandi. 


The mandi samiti auctioneer calls out “920 
опе, 920 two...” But before he could say “920 
three,” another trader calls out a higher bid, 
“950 rupees.” And so the bidding went оп. 
After some time, Moolchand Seth called a bid 
of 1335 rupees. The auctioneer called, “1335 
one, 1335 two ... 1335 three!” There was по 
one to bid higher and so this is the final bid of 
the auction. The other Samiti employee writes 
ош оп aslip that Kanhaiyalal’s gram has been 
sold to Moolchand Seth at Rs. 1335 per quintal. 


‘In an auction, bids are called for the 
product being auctioned. Bids are prices at 
which the buyer (here, the trader) wishes to buy 
the grain. After a trader calls a bid, the auctioneer 
counts slowly up to three. If another trader calls 
a higher bid before the count of three, the 
earlier bid is cancelled. The auctioneer begins 
to count up to three on the next bid. Ifthe count 
up to three is completed, no higher bid can be 
called by a trader, even if he wishes to do so. 


Kanhaiyalal and Moolchand got the gram 
‚ weighed on a large weighing scale. The gram 
was ten quintals. Seth Moolchand paid 
Kanhaiyalal according to the final bid at the 
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auction and got a receipt. Then Moolchand 
sent the sacks of gram to his godown. He had 
bought some gram earlier, too, and wanted to 
send the whole lot to Indore. 


© How many rupees did Moolchand Seth | 
give to Kanhaiyalal? E 


Kanhaiyalal’s gram was auctioned at Rs. 
1335 per quintal. But Bheerulal, another 
farmer, got only Rs. 990 per quintal for his 
gram. Different farmers’ gram were auctioned 
at different rates. 


$ What could be the reasons for | 
-~ Kanhaiyalal’s and Bheerulal’s gram 
__ being sold at different rates? Discuss. 


The traders who buy at the mandi have to 
pay the mandi fees, to the mandi samiti. For 
instance, Moolchand has to pay 2 % of all the 
purchases he made that day. Thus, for every 
Rs. 100 worth of grain, Moolchand has to pay 
Rs. 2 as fees. On the gram that Moolchand 
bought from Kanhaiyalal, he had to pay Rs. 
267 to the mandi samiti. The mandi samiti 
charges this fee for its services in auctioning 
the agricultural produce. j 


Besides gram, other foodgrains are also 
being auctioned at the mandi. The mandi 
employees are calling the bids and there is a 
lot of noise all around. A person coming to 
the mandi for the first time is sure to feel quite 
lost and confused! 


Mandi Samiti 


Auction of all produce brought to the mandi 
takes place under the supervision of the mandi 
Samiti employees. How is mandi samiti 
formed? Who are its members? A mandi samiti 
15 formed through elections. Who are the 
people who elect the members? Every mandi 
has a demarcated area or region. All the voters 
of the panchayats falling under that area, all 
the farmers (those who own land) along with 
the registered traders, сап vote to select the 
members of the mandi samiti. The members 
of-a mandi samiti can be either farmers ог 
traders. But according to the rules, both the 
Chairperson апа Vice-Chairperson of the 
mandi samiti have to be farmers. A mandi 
samiti is elected for five years. 


Comparison between Mandi and Haat 


=- You saw people buy and sell grain in large 
quantities in the mandi. The grain was packed 
in sacks and no one was buying or selling just 
one ọr two kilograms of grain. In the kaat, 
however, people usually buy in smaller 
quantities for their day to day requirements. 
This kind of buying and selling in small 
quantities is called 'retail trade'. As compared 
to this the goods that traders bought in the 
mandi were in large quantities and they were 
meant to be further sold and transported to 
other traders. This is called 'wholesale trade’. 


Wholesale trade does not take place only 
in the grain mandi. All goods have their own 
mandi or wholesale market. You may have 
heard the names of wholesale markets such as 
Vegetable market (Subzi mandi), Iron market 
(Loha mandi), Oil market (Tel mandi), etc. In 
some wholesale markets all trade is carried out 
through auctions. Elsewhere there are other 
ways of buying and selling. For example, there 
is no auctioning in the cloth or iron wholesale 


markets. 

Only bulk sale takes place in wholesale 
markets. If someone wants to buy a kilogram 
of oil or one metre of cloth, he cannot do so in 
these markets. Usually wholesale prices are 
less than retail prices. 


ARHATIA — A COMMISSION AGENT 


In 1986, a number of changes were made 
in the mandi laws of Madhya Pradesh. Before 
these changes were introduced, the sale of all 
agricultural produce was in the hands of 
commission agents called 'Arhatia’. The 
farmer would take his produce to the 
commission agents’ shop in the mandi. He 
would then be given a number. The number 
denoted the farmer’s turn for selling the 
produce. When the farmer’s turn came, the 
commission agent would hold the auction and 
call out the bid and sell off the grain. Then the 
arhatia would pay the price to the farmer after 
deducting his commission or share from the 
amount paid by the trader. Hence the farmer 
paid the arhatia a commission for the service 
of selling his produce. 
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The following is а story about the Dewas 
mandi. It was written by a student named 
Shridhar from Khareli, a village near Dewas, 
This story was published in a children’s 
magazine called Chakmak, 


SHRIDHAR’S Story 


One day, my father and I went to Dewas 
Krishi Upaj Mandi to sell our soyabean. A 
coolie unloaded the soyabean in the mandi 
compound. There was an argument between 
the coolie and my father over the payment. 


After a while my father asked me to take 
care of the soyabean while he went to the 
market to buy some snacks. While I was eating 
my snacks, a trader came up to my father and 
said, “Hey there, old man! How much are you 
asking for your soyabean?”’ 


“Seth Sahib, mind your language!” said my 
father, “Because if I were to speak to you in 
the same manner, you too would get angry.” 


Just then, another trader came up and said, 
“Dada sahib, at what price will you sell your 
ѕоуађеап?” 


My father replied, “ГИ зей а: whatever is 
the going price today.” As we were talking to 
the trader, the number which we had taken 
from our commission agent came up and our 
turn was called out, The bidding began. The 
last мак Rs°395 per quintal. This was the 
price that we would be paid for our soyabean. 


The soyabean was then weighed. It 
weighed 2 quintals. It was worth Rs. 790. 
The commission agent was a cunning fellow. 
He thought my father was an old village 
simpleton who could be easily duped. He made 
a bill for only Rs. 670. My father was about to 
go to the arhatia’s shop to get the money when 
I stopped him saying, “Father, let me see the 
bill.” 


“What do you know about these matters?” 
father said. 


“Father, I study in class ҮШ. I, too, know 
about these things,” I replied. “Look, this 15 
Rs. 100 less.” 

“No, no, it cant be,” said my father. 

“How much would it be for two quintals? ” 
I asked 
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“Rs. 790,” my father said. КЕТ 

“Subtract Rs. 20 for the аграйа 5 
commission,” I said. 

“Then it comes to Rs. 770, ' 

“But the bill has only Rs. 670. 


out. 


Then my father and I we 
and told him that he had put Rs. 
the bill. He corrected the bill and рай 
on ту back, saying, “This boy 15 sma’ 1. 

Не then gave father the money. Father said, 
“That was great, son. Or else, the agent would 
have made off with our Rs. 100! 


' said my father. 
” I pointed 


nt to the arhatia 
100 less on 
ed me 


Tue MANDI ACT 


This story gives a glimpse of the time before 
the Mandi Samitis took over the selling of 
agricultural produce. At that time the farmers 
had to pay a commission agent for getting their 
produce sold. In Shridhar’s story, the agent 
made the cash payment at once. But at that 
time not all agents paid up immediately. The 
farmers had to make several trips to the agents 
in order to get their payment. Sometimes they 
would even be cheated. 


е How was the sale of agricultural 
~ produce organised before 1986? How | 
 isitdone now? 


е if Shridhar 5 fath er sold soyabean at 
_ the mandi today, would he have to pay | 


_itpaidto? _ | 


After the 'Mandi Act' of 1986, the mandi 
samiti’s employees now conduct the auction 
of agricultural produce, instead of the 
commission agent. 


There are three main reasons for the 
changes made in the law. One reason is to 
reduce the burden on the farmer. Earlier the 
agent would charge commission from the 
farmer for arranging to sell his produce. After 
the change in the law, only the trader who buys 
the produce has to рау a fee to the mandi 


samiti, The farmer does not have to pay the 


y. 
EE, 


A. 
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Fig. 8. Sridar watching mandi auction 


commission. The mandi samiti uses the funds 
collected from this fee to organise the work of 
the mandi. | 


The second reason for changes in the law 
is to ensure that farmers are not cheated. This 
is why now it is the mandi samiti that organises 
the auction. 


Earlier the agricultural produce was sold in 
many different ways. It was easy to cheat the 
farmer. The arhatia could communicate with 
a trader in a sort of code language, so that an 
outsider would not know what had passed 
between them. However, since the changes in 
the Mandi Act agricultural produce can only 
be sold by open auction. It is open in the sense 
that the bidding is carried on in front of all the 
traders and in the presence of the farmer and 
everyone can see and understand what is being 


said or done. 


The third reason for the new Act is to ensure 
immediate payment to the farmers. One of the 
main functions of the mandi samitis is to get 
the trader to pay the farmer within twenty four 
hours. If the trader does not pay up, the farmer 
can complain to the mandi samiti and have him 


penalised. 


о Why was the mandi law changed? te 


Under the new mandi law, how are the 
farmers being benefited? 


Problems of Today 


-The new law has benefited the farmers, but 
not as much as it should have. In some mandis 
the traders do not pay the farmers immediately 
and they still have to keep chasing the traders 
for their money. Some mandi samitis do not 
function properly. The new regulations may 
not be followed fully. The example given 
below brings out a few of the problems of some 
mandi samitis. This news item was carried in 
a newspaper: 


С Dharna at the grain mandi continues 
for the third day 


Vidisha, (Feb 6. 1991) The work at the 
mandi remained at a standstill for the third 
day today due to the continuing dharna (sit- 
in) by the farmers. The police have registered 
a case against an absconding trader on the 
charge of cheating. Government officers of 
the Mandi Board who have come from 
Bhopal to investigate this case have been 
examining the mandi papers since last night. 
Meanwhile, the kisan leaders have declared 
that their agitation will continue till the 
farmers are paid their outstanding dues of | 
Rs. 20 lakhs and the rampant irregularities 
(in the mandi are checked.” 


[топтар = ee eee 


е Inthe above example, which aspect of 
the new Mandi Act is not being 
implemented ? 
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THE MANDI IN Your AREA -Erom which дее do grain соте to 


your city? 
- Does grain oe ae са fro 
"mandi to ather ‘places? Where 
80? a 
- -Ета out ура aders in your city how 
Вел cial the new mandi laws have 
_ been. f 


е Ug you stay ina village, findi ош— 3 
; : ДЕ is the nearest та х 


т your 
доези 


; oe a number of fa mers cid 
Wi lage who do not go to the 
„mandi to sell their grain, What a аге the | 
reasons or this? p i : 


t from some farmers ур, We read about the grain trade taking place 
_ benefits they have оо the new in the mandis. But not all farmers come to the 

mandi laws? Е mandi to sell their produce. Some farmers sell 
live in. their grain to other farmers and some sell it to 
traders in the village and some sell it to traders 
in the town. Some farmers also sell a part of 
their produce in the Aaat. 


-Е ind out ш Ди around your area 
think about the new mandi laws. _ 


EXERCISES 


1. Compare and contrast the figures 6 & 8. What differences can be observed because of the 
changes, in mandi laws. 


2. How does an auction take place in a mandi? Who has to pay the mandi fee? How much is the 
mandi fee? 


3. People living in different places are шей to each other. Explain how this inter-linking takes 
place through the weekly markets and the mandi. 


4. What is wholesale trade? Explain in two sentences. 
5. Read page 171 and explain how mandi samiti elections take place? 
6. What problems did the farmers face in the commission agent system? 


7. What are the differences between a weekly markets and a mandi? Copy the table given below in 
your notebook and fill it up – 


Weekly Markets 


Shops 


Sellers 
Buyers 
Methods of sale-purchase 
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3. VILLAGE PANCHAYAT 


This chapter is about the village panchayat. Look at the pictures, read the sub-titles and 
make a brief summary of what you think this chapter is about. If you live in a village, it 
too, must be part of a panchayat. What do you know about your village panchayat? Discuss 


with your friends. 


М 
ааа: 2= 
= 


ОРУУ) = 


ff 


Е Ш, 


=a 


PROVIDING Сгис AMENITIES FOR ALL 


There is a village called Kaniyakhedi. It has 
ten 'mohallas'. But one тойайа has no drain 
for the wastewater flowing out of its houses. 
So the dirty water collects on the road and, as 
a result, the roads are always full of puddles 
and mud. Another тойаПа has а well which 
has been dry for the past two years. There 15 
another well in the village, but it is too far from 
the mohalla. It is difficult to carry water from 
such a distance. But what can the people of 
this mohalla do? Everyone needs water to 
drink. You might ask, ‘Why doesn’t someone 
repair that mohalla’s own well?’ But then, the 
well does not belong to any one person. Everyone 
living there makes use of it. Who then should 
repair it? 
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Whether it is a road, a well, a bridge ora 
culvert, they don’t belong to any one person 
or any one family. There are many such 
amenities in villages and towns which serve 
the needs of all the people living there. 
Everyone uses them. Such amenities are called 
public or civic amenities. 


However, when these amenities do not 
function well, or break down, who should get 
them repaired? Who should see to their 
maintenance? If any one person or family tries 
to control these amenities and refuses to let 
anyone else use them, what is to be done? Who 
should solve this problem? 


These amenities need to be looked after and 
maintained. If everyone uses these amenities, 
then the responsibility of maintaining them 
should also be shared by everyone. 


A method has, indeed, been devised to solve 


such public problems and to provide for public 


amenities. In villages, it is the village panchayats 
which have been set up to provide such public 
amenities. In towns and cities, the nagar 
panchayats or the municipal councils (nagar 
palikas) or municipal corporations (nagar 
nigams) perform these functions. 


We will learn about the gram panchayat in 
this chapter. To know more about it, come let 
us go to Kaniyakhedi. 


FORMATION OF THE GRAM PANCHAYAT 
A STORY 


It was summer. One hot afternoon, there 
was a knock on Dhanna’s door. Lakhiya, 
Dhanna’s daughter opened the door. 


The village patwari stood there. Coming in 
he told Dhanna and Lakhia that the village 
panchayat elections were to be held in a couple 
of months. So the voter lists were being 
updated. He began to ask 
about the people who lived 
in Dhanna's house. 


Voter List 


Lakhiya had heard that 
there was something called 
a village panchayat. She 
wanted to know more about 
it. Many questions were bubbling in her mind. 
But before she could say anything the patwari 
asked Dhanna the names and ages of all the 
members of his family. 


“Patwari uncle, why do you want to note 
their names and ages?” Lakhiya asked 
curiously. 

“Рійп tI tell you that the village panchayat 
elections are to be held soon? So I-have to 
make a list of the names of all the people who 
will be casting their votes for our panchayat. 
This list is called the voter list,” replied the 
patwari. 


“Okay,” said Lakhiya, “write my name 
first. I, too, shall vote.” 
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“No, Lakhiya, you 
cannot vote as yet,” said 
the patwari, smiling. 
“Only those above the 
age of 18 years can cast 
their votes. Now, tell me 
the names of all the 
members of your family 
who are over 18 years of 


” 


age. 


Lakhiya was 
disappointed to hear 
this. "Her father, Dhanna, patted on her head 
and told her to answer the questions of the 
patwari. “You know Bapu пате and age. My 
mother’s name is Sukhi Bai. She must be about 
40 years old. Then there is my elder sister, 
Phatto. She is married and stays with her in- 
laws at Sailanpur.” 


The patwari interrupted her saying, “No, 
no. Phatto’s name will be included in the 
Sailanpur village panchayat list. The voter list 
of our village panchayat can have the names 
of only those who live here.” 


“What about my sister in law, Tijiya? ” 
asked Lakhiya. “She is from another village. 


“Now that your sister in law lives here, she 
will vote only in Kaniyakhedi village 
panchayat. Who else lives in your house?” 
asked the Patwari. 


“My elder brother, Bhaiyalal. Не 5 8 years 
older than me. Then there is my nephew, but 
„he’s too small. Apart from them theres ту 
grandmother. Her name is Chunni Bai. But she 
is very old. Why should she vote?” asked 
Lakhiya. 


“Why not?” replied the patwari. 


“Remember, I told you that all those ,”—~. 
who are 18 years old and above (+ я 
can vote. ” 

"айк 


"And your grandmother 
always votes in the elections," 
said Dhanna. 


Q м 
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Many questions about the village panchayat 
came to Lakhiya’s mind even as she recited 
the names of her family members to the 
patwari. So before he could get up to leave 
she asked him, “Does every village have a 


The Area of the Village 
Panchayat 


gram Panchayat? » 


| “A gram Panchay, 
is @ population of 
replied the Patwari. 


at 15 set up wherever there 
at least 1000 people,” 


But only big villages have so many 


People,” Pointed out Lakhiya. “Does that 


mean that only big уа ° 
Panchayats? w, 8 villages have village 


hat about smaller villages with 
а population of just 300-400 people?” 


‘Small villages are usually clubbed with 
larger villages,” said the patwari. “So a 
village Panchayat generally functions for 
about two to four villages. Take the example 
of our Kaniyakhedi village panchayat. It also 
has three other villages under it — Paganwa, 
Noonpur and Manigaon.” 


Panchs and Wards 


“Patwari uncle, aren't the members of the 
_ village panchayat called Panchs?” asked 
Lakhiya. 


“Yes, уои те right,” said the patwari. “Each 
village panchayat has 10 to 20 рапсйз.” 


“But, what do these panchs actually do?” 


The patwari replied, “These panchs or ward 
representatives together oversee the 
functioning of civic amenities in the village. 
This includes all things such as roads, 
sanitation, water, etc. If the roads are bad or 
there is no water or any other such problem 
regarding public amenities, then the panch of 
that ward or mohalla is supposed to inform 
the panchayat. The panchayat then tries to 
repair or provide these facilities.” 


Lakhiya asked, “If all the panchs are 
elected from one mohalla or village, then who 
will look after the needs of the other villages 
and mohallas of the panchayat?” 


The patwari answered, “То avoid such a 
situation, a gram panchayat is divided into 
smaller units. These are called panchayat 
wards. The people staying in each ward elect 
their own panch. Anyone wishing to become a 

panch can contest the elections 
G to the gram panchayat from the 
village. The people of the ward 
cast their votes in favour of the 
person they want. Whoever gets 
the largest number of votes 
from a ward is elected the 
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panch of that жаға." 


“Does the elected person then 
remain the panch of that ward 
forever?” was Lakhiyas next 
question. 


E 


“No. 


Village 
panchayat elections are held after every five 
years, and new panchs can be elected every 
time.” 

“Oh! It’s getting late!” exclaimed the 
patwari, looking at his watch. “I must be 
going. I have to complete the voter list of 


Replied the patwari, 


Paganwa today. ” 


• Which of the following statements are 
true? Correct the false statements - 


Сория | 
- The elected members of a village | 
panchayat are called panchs. 


А village of only 450 people cannot | 

| have a village panchayat all by itself. 

What is a voter list? | 

С Why didn’t the patwari include Phatto’s 
пате in the voter.list? ~~ 


е 
= 


Why can’t Так уа vote? 1 


Sarpanch and Deputy-sarpanch 


Apart from the panchs, each gram 
panchayat has a sarpanch or president. All 
voters of the village, that is everyone whose 
name is in the voter list can cast their vote 
to elect the sarpanch of their panchayat. 


It is the duty of the sarpanch to call 
meetings of the village panchayat and to 
oversee its working. 


Each village panchayat also elects a 
deputy-sarpanch. The deputy-sarpanch is 
elected by the panchs from amongst 
themselves. This means that the deputy- 
sarpanch is first elected by the people as a 
panch and then by the panchs as the deputy- 
sarpanch. In the absence of the sarpanch, 
the deputy-sarpanch looks after the work 
of the sarpanch. 


Reservation in Panchayats 


Some posts of sarpanch and panch are kept 
aside, i.e., reserved, for scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes. Some posts of заграпсй and 
‚ panch are also reserved for backward classes. 
Similarly, there is also reservation for women. 
One third of the posts of sarpanch of all the 
panchayats in a district are reserved for 
women. Besides, one third of the panchs in 
every village panchayat have to be women. 


In this way, there is reservation for four 
categories of people. These are scheduled 
castes, scheduled tribes, backward classes and 


women. 


The Secretary 


Every village panchayat has a secretary. 
The secretary is not elected. She or he is 
appointed by the government. The secretary 
maintains the accounts of the village 
panchayat and writes the minutes of the 
panchayat meetings. 


THE KANIYAKHEDI GRAM PANCHAYAT 


There are several mohallas in Kaniyakhedi 
village — Ghasitola, Chinkhitola, Nond 
mohalla, Gandhi mohalla, etc. Apart from 
these mohallas, there are three other villages, 
- too, in the Kaniyakhedi panchayat. These are 
divided into different wards. Each ward elects 
its own panch. Lakhiyas sister-in-law, Tijiva. 


ГА 


SS ED 


r 


Ghasitola ward. The 


h from 
was elected panch fi her as the deputy- 


panchs then elected 
sarpanch: 


j 1 1 hayat is 
A meeting of the Kaniyakhedi pancha; 
scheduled for the 10th of December at a 
A.M. Tijiya Bai received the notice of this 
meeting through the Kotwal. 


THE MEETING OF THE VILLAGE 
PANCHAYAT 


It was 10:30 in the morning when Tijiya 
reached the panchayat bhawan. Apart from 
KhairatiSingh, the sarpanch, and Harimohan, 
the secretary, seven other panchs had already 
arrived. 


“Come, come, Tijiya Bai,” said Khairati 
Singh, the sarpanch. “Its good that you've 
come. Now we can begin the meeting. 


Kaniyakhedi panchayat has 17 members - 
16 panchs and one sarpanch. A meeting of the 
village panchayat can be held only when more 
than half the members are present. If less than 
half the members are present, the meeting has 
to be cancelled. 


The Work of the Gram Panchayat 


Everyone present first signed in the register. 


The meeting began with Harimohan, the 
secretary, reading out the minutes (record 
of discussions and decisions) of the previous 
meeting. The minutes were agreed upon by 


-~ all before the sarpanch signed them. A 
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discussion on the work done by the panchayat 
in the previous months followed. 


“What all was done in the various wards 


last month?” sarpanch Khairati Singh asked 
the secretary. 


“Work began on the Chinkhitola culvert. 
The well in Nond mohalla has been cleaned. 
Some roof tiles of the panchayat bhawan were 
replaced. A total of about three thousand 


rupees were spent last month, ” replied the 
secretary, 


Rahmat Ali, the panch from Chinkhitola, 


was then asked to report on the progress of 


work on the culvert — how much had been 
completed, how much still needed to be done? 


~ 


сай right, now, 
this month?” asked 
ask Тіјіуа Bai abo 
мага.” 


what work is to be done 
the sarpanch. “Let's first 
ut the problems in her 


“Who doesn't know the problems of our 
йы. a Tijiya. “Тһе well in Ghasitola has 
М iry for те past two years. We women 

ve to fetch water every day from Chinkhitola 
at the other end of the village. If our well is 
deepened or a hand pump is installed in our 


mohalla, it would save из а lot of sweat and 
discomfort.” ' 


The panch from Paganwa intervened, “АП 
the work is done only in Kaniyakhedi. Our 
little village, too, is in this panchayat. The well 
and the drains in our village have not been 
cleaned for years. The village pond has silted 
up. First get our well cleaned and our pond 
deepened. This won t cost much money either.” 


_ Encroachment and Fines 


A discussion on two or three other issues 
followed..Someone in Nond mohalla had 


extended his house right onto the road. The. 
panchs decided that if he didn t pull down the 


new room, the panchayat itself would do so. 


The case of Ramprasad from Gandhi 
mohalla was then discussed. Lachhu, the 
panch from Gandhi ‘ward, reported that 
Ramprasad lets the dirty water from his house 
flow to the road and also threw garbage from 
his house on the road. The panchayat decided to 
levy a fine on Ramprasad for spreading filth in 
the village. 


Income of the Gram Panchayat 


The secretary, Harimohan, then placed the 
income and expenditure accounts of the 
` previous month before the panchs for 
discussion. The collection of taxes on 
sanitation, electricity and markets was 
lower than usual. Some people had not 
yet paid their house tax. 


Harimohan said, “Last month, a part 
of the grant for the Chinkhitola 
culvert was received from 
the janpad panchayat. 
From April till Зи 
November a total of 
about Rs. 10,000 has been 


reveived.” 


——<_ 


The village panchayat gets money from 
us sources for public works. It collects 


уапо же 
electricity and private 


taxes on sanitation, 
houses. · 

All those residing within the area of the 
village panchayat have to pay these taxes. 
Apart from the taxes, the village panchayat 
also collects some money as fines from those 
who do not comply with its rules and 
regulations. 

Some major public works like the 
construction of wells, culverts, drains or 


school buildings are done by the village 


panchayat. The amount of money collected 
through taxes and fines is not enough for 
undertaking such work. The village panchayat 
can then ask the janapad or block panchayat 
for grants of money for these purposes. The 
government gives money for such things to the 
janpad panchayat. Panchayat can also collect 
some contribution from the people of the 


. panchayat. 


Funds for the Work of the Panchayat 


Some of the public work to be done by the 
village panchayat had already been discussed 
in the meeting. Now the panchayat had to 
decide how to get the money for new work. 


“It will be expensive to deepen the Ghasitola 
well or to get a hand pump installed there. Our 
panchayat does not have that much money. 


This is a difficult situation, ” said the sarpanch. 


“Ив not all that difficult, ” one panch spoke 


up. “There are many programmes of те” 


government for the poor or the scheduled 
castes. The janpad panchayat should get 
_ money for such work. We can apply to the 

janpad for money for the hand pump. We can 
speak to the janpad member of our area. He 
can put forward our demand at the next 
meeting of the janpad.” 


“When will we apply to the Janpad, and 
when will the money come?” interrupted 
Tijiya. “It'll take another year for all this. Let's 
just do whatever we can with the panchayat 
money itself. For the rest of the money we can 
collect contributions from the people.” 


Arguments went back and forth for a long 
time on what the money already with the 
panchayat should be used for. It was finally 
decided that the village panchayat would ask 
the janpad panchayat for money for the 
Ghasitola hand pump. Harimohan, the 
panchayat secretary, would send an 
application to the janpad panchayat giving the 
details of how much the hand pump would cost. 
It was decided to-use the panchayats existing 
money to repair the Paganwa road. 


All discussions finally came to an end about 
4 РМ. The secretary, Harimohan, had been 
carefully noting down all the points discussed 
in the meeting. The minutes of every meeting 
of the panchayat are written by the-secretary. 


How Often the Panchayat Should Meet 


As they were leaving the panchayat 
bhawan, one of the panchs pointed out that 
the previous panchayat used to be called for 
meetings only once in a while. The new 
sarpanch, Khairati Singh, however, was very 

regular about meetings. Not a single month 
had gone by without a meeting. 


Another panch said, “The new rules are 
very strict. A meeting of the panchayat has to 
be called every month. Khairati Singh knows 
that if he doesn't call a meeting of the 
panchayat for three months at а stretch, he can 
be dismissed.” 

“The Birjankhedi sarpanch never calls a 
proper meeting of the panchayat,” said 
Rahmat Ali, the Chinkhitola panch. “Не just 
calls the secretary to his house and gets all 


* Do 


sends the attendance 
rs’ houses and gets 
Everyone 


the papers done. He then 
register to all the membe 
them to sign it. No one says а тога. 
is afraid of the sarpanch. ” 


les. People of 
d question the 
ducting the 
h would stop 


“Tt is not enough to make ru 
the village and the panchs shoul 
sarpanch about not not con 


age pancha 


ag 3 
vill / 


и meeting had not begun 
ched the panchayat 
(Choose the right 


an panch and the 
begin in the absence 
he n half the panchayat 
before she reach ed. 


was th uty-sarpanch, and the 
ting could not begin without the 
ty-sarp a Se 


ces of income of the 
anchayat? 


probl ms of Ghasitola | 
halla? What did the 
lage panchayat decide 


2 he Kaniyakhedi village 
‚Р anchayat т В 


village, under which 
yat does your village 
me? List the public works 
village panchayat in the 
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DIFFICULTIES IN THE FUNCTIONING OF 
THE PANCHAYAT ` 


Delay in Procuring Funds 


Several months passed since the meeting in 
which the installation of the Ghasitola hand 
pump was first discussed. Tijiya regularly 
attended the panchayat meetings and each 
time she would enquire about the money for 
the hand pump. She was told that the proposal 
for the hand pump would be sent to the janpad 
in March along with the budget and plans for 
the next year. The money for the hand pump 

` would be released along with the other money 
for that year. ` 


pipes outsi 


a sensed from Ramdeen 5 se pe 

j as fishy. She met а number о 
pr AA at the Chinkhitola well. 
Tijiya told them that she had seena number of 
de Ватдееп 5 house. “When I asked 
him about them, he tried to evade the question. 
I think there is something odd about it, ” said 
Tijiya. 

“Let us all go to Khairati Singh and talk to 
him,” said one woman. All the women then 
went to Khairati Singhs house and told him 
the whole story. 


Sarpanch Khairati Singh called Ramdeen 
and warned him in front of everyone, “If you 
сап! begin the work on the hand pump within 

the next two days, 


Tijiy 


Я Я зла Nz, | return the money. 
Р The Катуаквейт: Ge “л Мз, Tijiya will get the 
village panchayat got DE „уу re 2. 
Ге топеу from the 4. <> А КА, work 8} сове 
Јапраа іп the month зч е herself. 


of September. The 
money for the 
Ghasitola hand pump 
was included іп this. 
In the October 
meeting, Tijiya asked 
the sarpanch about 
the money so that the 
work оп the hand 
pump could begin. ~ 
Ramdeen, one of the 

panchs, said, “Tijiya Bai, it will be difficult 


for you to get this work done. A contractor | 


from the town will have to be given the contract 
for this work. I keep going to the town, I'll get 
this work done.” Tijiya agreed to Катйеен 5 
offer of help. 

Two-three months passed, but the work on 
the hand pump still did not begin. Whenever 
Тіјіуа asked Ramdeen about the pump, he 
would make some excuse. 


Misuse of Funds; 


One day, when Tijiya was going to fill water 
from the Chinkitola well, she saw some long 
pipes lying in front of Ramdeen’s house. She 
went to Ramdeen and asked, “Bhaiyaji, what 
are these pipes for?” 


“What business is it of yours?” Ramdeen 


replied irritably, “Someone must be getting his, 


hand pump installed.” 
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After two days, 
work оп the 
Ghasitola hand 
pump began. 
_ Holes were bored 
and the pipes 
fitted. But the 
work stopped 
again after some 
days. 


ason for the delay in | 
ump fixed in | 
two reasons in detail. 


Sentence each said by 
en and Khairati Singh, 


GRAM SABHA 


Two-three more months passed after the 
work on the hand pump stopped. The gram 
sabha was to meet in April. Тіјіуа thought that 
now it was best that she bring up the matter of 
the hand pump before the gram sabha. Voters 
from the villages Kaniyakhedi, Paganwa, 
Manigaon and Noonpur came for the meeting. 
People from the village discussed their 
problems with the panchayat in the gram 
sabha. 


The people of Ghasitola angrily raised the 


question about the delay іп the installation of 


their hand pump. Tijiya said that the money 
for the hand pump had reached the village 
panchayat after so much difficulty, but the 
people were yet to taste its water. She also said 
that if the hand pump was not ready within 15 
days, the people of Ghasitéla would complain 
to the collector. Khairati Singh assured them 
that he would get the hand pump installed 
soon. 


It was a month after the gram sabha that 
the Ghasitola hand pump was finally ready. 


Every panchayat has its own gram sabha. 
All the voters of the village panchayat are 


members of these gram sabhas. A meeting of _ 


the gram sabha must be called at least four 
times a year. The accounts of the previous 


` for the cancellatio 


financial year and the budget and plan for the 


coming year must be placed before the gram 
sabha for approval. The members of the gram 
sabha have the right to question the members 
of the village panchayat and to demand 


k 
explanations from them. The people сап as 
n of the decisions of the 


panchayat. They even have the power to recall 


the surpanch. 


е Who were the members of the | 
Kaniyakhedi gram sabha? : 

* How often should the gram sabha 

чөе? «ae Boer 

е What did the people of Ghasitola doin | 

the gram sabha meeting? 
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EXERCISES 


What is the meaning of civic amenities? Which of the following would you include in civic 
amenities — school, cycles, books, hospitals, provision of water, clothes, mar kets. 


- How is the village panchayat formed? Write four main points about this. Under which sub-title 


will you find these points? 


- There are two villages in Malpura gram panchayat: Malpura and Sailanpur. There are 12 wards 


in this panchayat. Based on this information answer the following questions. 
a. In the voter list of Malpura panchayat names of those people would be written whose age is 
b. The total number of panchs elected in this panchayat will be с 
с. The total number of sarpanchs will be aaa 
9. The total number of seats reserved for women will be ae. 
e. If the last elections were held in 1998, the next elections will have to be held in те year___. 


f. In that election Phatto got 442 votes while Dhiru got 330 votes from their ward for the post 
of panch. Who do you think would have become the panch. 


- What does the village panchayat do? What are the income sources of panchayat? Locate five 


sentences about each of these from the text. 


. Ifyou live ina village and your locality does not have drains and the dirty water flows on the 


roads, what will you do? Write in your own words. 


- Janpad panchayat has been mentioned a number of times in this chapter. Find out what the 


Janpad panchayat is? How is it formed? Who are its members? 


- What аге the problems faced by the village panchayat? What can be done to solve these 


problems? 
Correct the false sentences — 
a. The people of the village elect the secretary of the village panchayat. 
b. It is necessary that the sarpanch of every village panchayat should be a woman. 
c. Anyone living in the area of the panchayat can cast a vote in the panchayat election. 
d.. The Patwari did not want Lakhiya to vote, so he did not write her name in the voter list. 
e. There are at least three villages in each village ‘panchayat. 


f. Every resident of the village, whose name is there on the voter list casts two votes for the 
gram panchayat - опе to elect the ward member i.e. panch and another to elect the sarpanch of 


the panchayat. 


- Do you think the gram sabha has an important role to play in the functioning of the panchayat? 


Explain your answer with reasons. 


183 


уча Жыз 5 пещ wet 


ERN ter 


IMRAN AND His FATHER Come То 
AMARBOR 


Imran came with his father Rahmat Ali, to 
Amarbor. Imran’s uncle Habib lives there. 
Amarbor is a small town near Kaniyakhedi 
village. There are around 40,000 people living 
in this town. 


They got off the bus when it stopped at 
Amarbor bus stand. As Imran came out of the 
bus he found a big board with the words 
‘Amarbor Nagar Palika Bus Stand’ written on 
it. After reading it he asked his father, “Baba, 
what is this ‘Nagar Palika’?” 

Rahmat Ali explained, “А Nagar Palika or 
a municipal council is like a village panchayat. 
Just as the village panchayat takes care of the 
various public amenities like sanitation, water 
supply, streets, bridges, etc., in villages, the 
municipal councils take care of them in the 
cities.” Imran and Rahmat Ali got into ап 
auto-rickshaw and set off for Habib's home. 


MunicipaL Councit (NAGAR PALIKA) 


In the previous chapter we learnt about village 
panchayats. From every ward in the village 
people elect their representatives. These 
representatives form the village panchayat. 
Similarly cities and towns, too, are divided into 
small. wards, and from each ward a person is 
elected. There are more people living in a city 
or town. So there are more representatives or 


„4 PUBLIC AMENITIES IN CITIES 


Passe) ў м ЁК. 


o. AED Кат № 


ГА What are the differences between cities and villages? What public amenities would be 

L necessary ша city? How can these be organised? Discuss in the class. 
за A SARS Дар аси Е 
МАА, 


members іп a municipal council. 


Like the municipal council, you may have 
heard about the nagar panchayat and municipal 
corporation (nagar nigam), too. Municipal 


corporations are formed in very big cities. In 
Madhya Pradesh cities like Bhopal, Indore, 
Jabalpur, etc. have municipal corporations. 
Smaller and medium sized cities have municipal 
councils. In very large villages that are in the 
process of becoming towns, a nagar panchayat 
15 formed. 
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MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF АМАКВОК 


Streets 


While travelling in the auto-rickshaw from 
the bus stand Imran looked around him 
curiously. Streets in the city had pucca roads, 
unlike the kutcha village streets. But there were 
many potholes in the roads. 


Rahmat Ali said to the driver, “Slow down. 
The streets in your town are very bad. Why 
doesn't the municipal council do anything 
about it?” І 


“What can we do? The previous 
members of the municipal council did 
many things - they built a park, set up 
many shopping complexes, etc. But 
neither did they maintain the Streets 
properly, nor did they care about the 
water supply. People here are asking 
‘what is the use of building shops and 
parks when you don ї have enough water 


and the roads are full of holes and 
stones,’ 


When elections were held again to the 
municipal council most of the old members 
lost. Every candidate had promised ‘we shall 
make proper arrangements for the water 
supply’. People elected the new members with 
great hopes. But neither were the streets 
repaired, nor were the problems in the water 
supply solved.” 


By now they had reached Habib’s house. 
Imran got off the autorickshaw and went into 
the house looking for Munnu. Munnu was 
Imaran's cousin and they were great friends. 
Hugging each other they went out to play. 


Water 


After some time Munnu s mother called out 
“Munnu, O Миппи, it is time for the water to 
come. Go and keep the pots and buckets near 
the tap. Today you and Imran should fetch the 
water.” 


Imran went with Munnu to fetch water. The 
tap was in the street nearby. People were 
standing in a queue near the tap along with 
their buckets and pots. Munnu and Imran, too, 
joined the line. Imran wondered how water 
came into these taps. In their village there was 
no tap water and everyone filled water from 
the well. 4 


At around б o'clock water began to flow 
from the taps. One after another people began 
to fill water in their pots and buckets. Some 


shing their vessels. Munnu and 
d their buckets and pots. They 
reached home and poured the water into one 
of the three large drums. For almost one hour 
they made trips back and forth. And by seven 
the water taps dried up. 

Imran asked Munnu, “Why does water 
come only for so little time?” 

Munnu answered, “Yes, one hour in the 
evening and one hour in the morning. You have 
to manage with whatever water you can fill 
during this time. In the evening the drums are 
filled. By the time you finish washing your 
clothes and vessels the taps stop running. Then 
we have to fill water in the morning” 


Imran told Munnu, “In the village our 
mohalla has a well. We can fetch water 
whenever we like and as much as we like.” 


women were wa 
Imran, too, fille 


As everyone sat together for snacks in the 
evening, Imran asked his uncle. “Chacha, 
please tell me, how does water come in these 
taps, and from where does it come?” 


Imran’s uncle began to explain “The town 
has two big tube-wells. From these tube-wells 
a motor is used to pump water to huge 
overhead tanks. These overhead tanks are 
connected to every colony with pipes. When 
these tanks are full, a valve is opened and 
water is distributed to various colonies. The 
water then makes its way through a network 
of pipes and flows into evey tap.” 


You have learned about the village panchayat. In the table below some information about 
‚ municipal council is given. Compare this with the panchayat and fill up the table. 


Some Rules of the Village Panchayat and the Municipal Council 


Municipal council 


Village Panchayat 


Formed for 5 years 

People living in that city can cast 

their votes to elect it. 

3. Anyone who 15 18 or above has 
the right to vote. 

4. From every ward a representative 


N re 


is elected. ° 


6. There is an elected chairperson. 
7. The people directly elect chairperson. 


==; 


5 Government appoints Executive Officer, 


REPRESENTATIVES 


We read in the last chapter about village 
panchayats. In urban and rural areas one 
person is elected from each ward every five 
years. It is the elected representative who 
makes up the municipal council, municipal 
corporation, nagar panchayat and gram 
panchayat. To become а representative means 


that the people have elected him or her. The 
representative is supposed to speak on behalf 
of the people. There are various 
responsibilities expected from him or her, 
such as solving the problems of the colony, 
making arrangements for a proper water 
supply, getting the roads repaired, etc. This is 
how civic amenities are provided and 
maintained in cities and villages. 


SOME Important FUNCTIONS ОЕ MUNICPAL CORPORATIONS, MUNICIPAL 
COUNCILS AND VAGAR PANCHAYATS 


You have learnt about some functions of municipal councils in the story of Amarbor. There 
are some other functions too: 


a. Keeping the city clean ' А 

b. Keeping Ше markets in the city clean. 

с. Controlling stray animals and cattle, апа caring for the confiscated animals. 
d. Recording births and deaths in the city. 
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Taking necessary action to check contagious diseases in the city. 


Ph 


Building libraries, schools, gardens and parks. | 


In municipal corporations, municipal councils and nagar panchayats various committees 
are formed. The representatives of the people are members of these committees. There are 
separate committees to provide water, clean up roads, look after public health, etc. These 
committees take decisions on various aspects related to the subject of their committee. 


SOURCES OF INCOME FOR THE MUNICIPAL COUNCILS, MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
AND NAGAR PANCHAYAT 


Taxes from people who have land or houses in the city. 


Taxes from people for water, street lights and collection of garbage. 


Taxes on the shops and businesses. 


Entertainment tax on cinema halls, circuses, exhibitions, etc. 


Grants from the state government. 


З If you live ina city, discuss with your teacher? си = 
Does your city ha veamun ie ipal council, a municipal corporation ога nagar panchayat? | 
Who is the Mayor or Chairperson? бо ГҮ, Ку 
с How much tax do you pay for water? _ | |. 

When do workers come to your colony to clean up the garbage? | 
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EXERCISE 


1.Write any 5 functions of the municipal council, municipal corporation and nagar 
panchayat. Under which sub-headings would you find these details? 

2.You are living in a city. Garbage is piled up near your colony since many days. To whom 
will you write a letter requesting that it be cleaned up? Write such a letter. 

3.Why is it necessary to have proper arrangements to keep the city clean? Discuss and write 
in detail, 

АЛЕ you live ша city or town, where do you dump the garbage of your house? Is there any 
proper arrangement to keep your locality clean? 

5.Tijiya and Munnibai solved the water problem in their village and town. How did they do 
it? What similarities or differences can you find in these examples? 

6.Two people were talking to each other. One said, “Just as villages have gram sabha, in 
cities, too, there should be a sabha. ” The other replied, “But there are too many people 
living in the city. How can you bring so many people together? Where will you make 
them sit together and have a discussion?” The first person said, “Then there should be a 
sabha of wards.” Do you think this is a good idea? Explain your reasons. 
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5. FARMERS AND LABOURERS 


In this chapter we will talk about small, medium and large farmers and labourers. What do 
you know about people who live in villages and practice agriculture? Discuss. 


MODERN AGRICULTURE 


You learnt about villages of the plains, 
plateaus and mountains and about their 
agriculture in Geography. We had also 
compared these villages. In this chapter'let us 
go to a village and talk to large and small 
farmers and labourers. and learn about the 
changes taking place in agriculture these days. 


In the last few years, many changes have 
taken place in agricultural methods. Earlier, 
there was the persian wheel or the rehat to 
draw water from wells and irrigate small fields. 
Today, dams and canals can irrigate thousands 
of acres. Even a pump installed in a well can 
irrigate 10 - 15 acres. Thus a lot of land has 
become irrigated. 


Pesticides 


Fertiliser 


For all these 
you need 
-money 


Earlier, the seeds used for different crops 
had low yields. Farmers used cow-dung and 
other natural manure. Now hybrid, high- 
yielding seeds, chemical fertilisers and 
pesticides are used. Earlier ploughing, sowing, 
harvesting and threshing were done with 
human and animal power. Machines like 
tractors and threshers have replaced them in 


‘ many places. You may have seen: harvester- 


combines working in the fields. 


Modern agriculture has some special 
features. It becomes necessary to arrange for 
a number of inputs simultaneously. New high- 
yielding seeds cannot be used without 
irrigation. In order to cultivate high-yielding 
crops properly and get the maximum yield, it 
is necessary to add chemical fertilisers in right 
quantities, These crops are also more prone to 
diseases and insect attacks. Hence it is 
important to spray them with pesticides at 
regular intervals. i 


New seeds, chemical fertilisers, pesticides, 
machines and irrigation, all require a lot of 
money. Earlier, farmers would keep aside some 
of their own seeds for the next sowing, and use 
the dung of their cattle as manure. Hence they 
did not have to invest much money. 


Adopting modern methods of agriculture 
does increase yields, but their repeated use 
over a long period of time may ruin the soil. 
You will read about these problems in the 
coming classes. 


е Discuss with your teacher the chan ges | 
which have come about in agricultural | 
practices in your region, | 


е Why is it more necessary to spend more | 


money in modern methods of | 
agriculture? | 


Let us see what effect these new practices 
have had on different kinds of farmers 


КА; 
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Ramu, А. MIDDLE FARMER 


| One day, we went to Bhedagaon. 
Like Kotgaon, Bhedagaon too is a 
village in the plains. Bhedagaon is 
mostly irrigated by canals. When we 
reached the fields near Bhedagaon, 
Soyabean was being harvested. 
Ramu spotted us from his field where 
he was working, and called us over. 
“Have some water,” he said, “You 
must be tired!” 


We knew Ramu well. We walked 
towards his field, where the crop was | 
quite thick and dense. The pods of | 
soyabean, too, were nice and full. 
Walking towards his hut I said, “Looks like 
you have a good crop this year. You’ll get about 
30-35 bags of soyabean this time.” 


“Yes, this time I was lucky to get a loan 
Лот the co-operative society. So I was able 
to use enough fertilisers and pesticides when 
they were needed. That is why the crop is good 
this year,” replied Ramu. 


Ramu owns five acres of land and a pair of 
bullocks. He is a middle ranking farmer, 
neither too poor, nor too rich. Ever since 
canals began irrigating: the lands of 
Bhedagaon, Ramu has been able to raise two 
crops on his lands - soyabean in the rains and 
wheat and gram in the winter. The yields of 
all crops have gone up due to irrigation апі 
chémical feritlisers, 

Ramu, his wife and three children, were all 
working on his fields. Besides them, there were 
some hired labourers, too. Кати 5 wife left her 
work and came towards us. “Ноу come you're 
here today?” she asked, giving us water to 
drink. 

“Oh, we just came visiting. How is your 
work getting along?” Ramus wife answered, 
“We are still gathering the harvest. We have 
borrowed a thresher so that we can quickly 
remove the seeds from their pods. This time 
we could get only two labourers, so all work 
is getting delayed. And then we have to sell 
our crop immediately.” 

Middle farmers like Ramu do not use 
labourers for works like ploughing, sowing 
and weeding. They manage with their family 
labour, But at the time of harvesting soyabean 
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and wheat, they need the help of hired 
labourers. 


. At the time of harvest, the demand for 
labourers increases, and so do the wage rates. 
Middle farmers like Ramu cannot afford to pay 
such high wage rates and have to manage with 
fewer labourers than they actually need. 


Ramu is in a hurry to sell his sovabean. Не 
said, “I have to sell the ѕоуађеап immediately 
as I have to repay the loan that I took from the 
co-operative society for seeds and fertilisers. 
Unless I repay this loan, I will not get a loan 
for.the next corp.” 


Middle farmers like Ramu have only small 
landholdings. The earnings from the land are 
enough to support their families, but do not 
leave them much money for anything else. Of 
course they do not need to work on anyone 
else’s fields to make both ends meet. But 
neither do they have enough money to buy 
seeds, fertilsisers and pesticides. Every year, 
they have to take loans, either from the co- 
Operative society or from the money lender. 

We had been chatting for some time. We 
wanted to meet some more people in the 
village, and Ramu wanted to continue with his 
harvesting. So we said goodbye to him and 
made our way to the village. 


га What reasons did Ramu give for his 
_ getting a good crop this year? ` 


q 


е Identify the false sentences and correct 
обед ро сү, ж. 


та АТ 
за ли 


GANGU - А SMALL FARMER 


Near the village, we met Gangu. He was 
returning from the town after selling soyabean. 
We sat on his bullock cart and went towards 
the village. On the way we began talking, 


“Where are you coming from?” we asked 
Gangu. 


“I had gone to the co-operative society to 
sell my soyabean,”’ he replied. 


“Why did you sell your soyabean so early? 
This 15 just after the harvest and prices are 
very. low. What was the hurry? If you had 
waited a little you would have had a much 
better price,” we said. 


Gangu was silent for a while. Then he said, 
“Yes, my soyabean sold very cheap and I did 
not get much money out of it. But what could I 
do? I needed the cash. I can't mange to support 
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had to borrow even for my food during the ой 
month. With cash from the soyabean, I'll pay 
back my debts.” 


Gangu owns only two acres of irrigated 
land. He does not even һауе the minimum 
equipments necessary for farming. He has to 
borrow a plough and bullocks for preparing 
his land. He also has to borrow money to buy 
seed, fertiliser, pesticides, ete. Since canal 
irrigation has come to the village, he takes two 
crops a year. But he has to sell his crops as 
soon as they are harvested. As he is often short 
of money, he ‘cannot wait for the prices to go 
up. Sometimes, he is forced to sell his crop to 
his moneylenders. They buy it at a rate even 
lower than the current market price. 


On both sides of the road were luxuriant 
fields of soyabean. “How was your crop this 
time?” we asked Gangu. 

He replied, “This year the crop was not so 
good.” Е 

We were surprised to hear this. “Others 
have had such a good crop, how is it that you 
haven t done so well?” we queried. 


Gangu answered in a tired voice, “I 
couldn t use enough fertiliser, because I wasn 1 
able to borrow all the money needed for it. I 
got only six quintals of soyabean on my two 
acre field.” 


Small farmers like Gangu often do not get 
adequate loans from the co-operative society 
in time. As a result they have to borrow from 
moneylenders at higher rates of interest. They 
have only a little land, so they earn very little. 
Under these conditions, small farmers like 
Gangu are unable to use the new agricultural 
methods, which require a lot of 
money. 


We could understand Gangu 3 

problems. “What will you do 
now? How will you manage for 
the whole of the year?” we asked 
him. 


“I also work аз a 
blacksmith, ” Gangu said. “But 
these days, I do not Sel enough 
work. So, from ‘tomorrow, I will 
go to other people's fields to 


rete Soyabean. ГЇЇ now have to work as a 
abourer to make both ends meet.” 


Gangu is a small farmer, Small инан 
cannot таке a living and support their 
families from the income of their land alone. 
They do get food from it for a few months. 
To survive the rest of the year, they have to 
work as labourers on other's fields. They have 
to borrow not only for meeting the expenses 


of farming, but for household expenses as 
well. 


Complete the зетїепсев- з 
‘The ке 


а. 


sons for Gangu’s bad | crop 


How man acres of land musta 

be able to keep a pair | 
Wh ге can farmers get loans to buy | 
fertilisers and seeds? When апа. 
_ how do these loans get repaid? 


HARNARAYAN - A BIG FARMER 


Harnarayan is another farmer of 
Bhedagaon. He owns twenty five acres of 


irrigated land. There are other farmers in 
Bhedagaon who have more land than 
Harnarayan- more than 50 or 100 acres. They 
get a large harvest every year. 


When we met Harnarayan at his 
house, he was supervising 
labourers unloading sacks 
of soyabean from the 
tractor trolley. “Jai 
Ramji, ” we greeted him. 
“You seem to be storing 
your soyabean. Are you 
not going to sell it in the 
mandi this year?” 

“Of course 1 will! But 
what's the hurry? The 
prices are low these 
days: Let the prices go 


up. That's when ГИ sell.” 

This was the time of the soyabean harvest. 
You may know that at harvest time, the market 
is flooded with grains as farmers try to sell their 
produce. Therefore prices 80 down. 
Harnarayan did not need money immediately. 
He also had enough room to store his soyabean. 
So he could comfortably wait for prices to rise. 

After getting all the soyabean unloaded from 
the trolley, Harnarayan called us inside. He 
asked his daughter to quickly bring us some tea. 

“You seem to be in a hurry,” we remarked. 


` “Ро you have to go somewhere?” 


“I have to go to the town, ” said Harnarayan. 
“Iam thinking of buying five acres of land. The 
owner of the land lives in the town. I have to 
discuss the price of the land with him, and also 
buy some things from the market.” 


We chatted with him over tea. He told us 
several important things about his fields. He 


said that he had bought many things by taking . 


loans from the bank - a diesel-powered pump, 
a thresher, and then a tractor. Now he had paid 
back all the loans and was thinking of buying 
some land with his own money. 


As we left his house, we were thinking about 


big farmers like Harnarayan. They make a good. 


living off their land. They use seeds, fertilsers 
and pesticides in the right quantities. They do 
not have to take any loans for these purposes. 
They make so much money that they can even 
think of buying more land. They manage to buy 
expensive equipments required for today’s 
agriculture like a pump, thresher and tractor. 
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Big farmers like Harnarayan can afford to 
get all their agricultural work done by 
labourers. Neither they nox their family 
members have to work in the fields. Actually, 
they have so much land that even if their 
family did work in the fields, they would still 
need lots of additional hands. 


Large farmers employ some regular 
labourers for the entire year. These labourers 
are called *harvahas’. Besides harwahas, large 
farmers also employ labourers on daily wages 
at peak periods of work when they need to sow, 
harvest or weed their crops. 


lete the following sentences - 


п wanted to sell his soyabean 


о e o borrow 

‘or cultivation because — 

т middle farmers like Ramu — 
ave money like Harnarayan to buy 


farmers like Ramu need to keep 


raya 


Harna 


SA Do J 
-~ hatwahas? _ 


š 


FREER. 


the difference between 


: taking any loan from 


amoneylender or ` 
поради? га у: yee 


Rassu Bat - A LABOURER 


abourers in Bhedagaon 


were busy working. We went to а field pr 
soyabean was being harvested. When the 
soyabean is ripe, it has to be harvested 
immediately. Or else, the soyabean pods begin 
to burst open and the seed gets scattered. Pls 
is why a large number of labourers are 
necessary to harvest soyabean. | 

When we reached the field, it was time for 
the mid-day meal. A number ay Malronrers ке 
eating their food under а tree. We w ип aie 
sat next to them. “You must be very busy these 
days,” we said casually. 

“Yes, it is the harvest season and that too 
soyabean - a very busy time indeed,” said 
Rajju Bai, one of the labourers. 


Labourer families like Rajju Bai’s, have по 
land of their own to cultivate. Such labourers 
are called landless labourers. As they don’t 
possess any land there is no question of being 
able to grow their own food. They earn their 
livelihood by working on other people’s fields. 

We asked Вари Bai, “Now that the land in 


this village is irrigated, you must be getting 
work all round the year.” 


Families of all the | 


Rajju Bai replied, “With canal irrigation, 
agricultural work has definitely increased. 
Now we can get work during the harvest 
season within the village itself. We don't have 
to go outside during the harvest season. But 
this is only during this season. We still do not 
get work all round the 
year. 

Due to facilities for 
irrigation, it is now possible 
to grow two Crops a year, 
and therefore, the likelihood 
of finding work also 
increases. Yet, work is not 
available all round the year. 
There is a lot of work during 
the two sowing and 
harvesting Seasons, and less 
at other times. Sowing and 
harvesting are the seasons 
to earn some money. [п 


spite of irrigation, families like Вари Ва! 
cannot earn enough for the whole year. They 
often have to borrow money. 


A fter finishing their meal, the labourers got 
up. and returned to the fields. We, too, went 
back towards the village. On the way, we met 
Harnarayans s elder son. Не had just finished 
harvesting his fields. He told us that he had 
got some of his fields harvested by а harvester- 
combine, which he had taken on rent. 


It was a bit expensive, but the work has 
finished very quickly. Moreover, labourers are 
difficult to get during the harvest season. So, 
Нагпагауай 5 son thinks that he'll get all his 
fields harvested by the harvester-combine next 
year. 


Harvester-combine is a machine, which not 
only cuts the crop, but also threshes and 
winnows it (separates the grain from the chaff). 
The harvester-combine can harvest, thresh and 
winnow twelve acres of soyabean in a day. If 
human beings were to do the same work, many 
people would get employment. If everyone got 
their harvesting done by combines, a large 
number of families of labourers would be 
unemployed. 


е Discuss with your teacher- How many 
_ labourers’ work does а harvester- 
_combine do in one day? | аа 


The next day the weekly market (haat) was 
held in Bhedagaon. A number of labourers had 
also come there. We met Rajju Bai buying 
groundnut oil ina little bottle. “Тои must have 
got the money from the harvest, thats why 
you've come to buy things for your family” 
we observed. . 

“Oh, all the money s been spent in buying 
millets (Jowar),” said Rajju Bai. “Jowar is 
cheap these days, 50 1 bought enough for two 
or three months. I had thought I would. also 
buy a blanket for the winter, but I have no 
money left for и. ” 

| Landless labourers are usually very poor. 
Since they have no land, unlike ange, they 
cannot even grow a few months’ grain for 
themselves. Sometimes they get some grain 
as wages, but they usually have to buy grain 


‚ ага very high rate from the market. It 15 true 
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that the income of people like Rajju Bai, too, 
has gone up. But they still have to borrow from 


the moneylender for their daily needs. 


* Why are wages higher during the 
harvest season? ` . 

се Ifyou live in а village, can you tell what | 
_ kinds of work that labourer families do | 
all round the year? : : 
е What difference could the harvester- 
= combines bring in the lives of labourers `| 
* апа farmers? { 
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FARMERS AND LABOURERS 


We have met members of four families at 
Bhedagaon village and have seen the impact 
of irrigation and the new methods of farming 
on different types of farmers and labourers. 


The majority of the people in our country 
live in villages and practice agriculture. We 
will find small, medium and large farmers in 
almost every village of our country. 


There are many landless labourers like 
Rajju Bai who have no land at all. They 
somehow have to make both ends meet Бу 
working in others' fields. 


There are also many small farmers like 
Gangu. They cannot fulfil all the requirements 
of their families with income from their own 
land, and have to do some amount of work 
outside. 


Out of the remaining people involved in 
agriculture some are medium farmers like 
Ramu who can manage on their own land, but 
are unable to save much money. 


There are only a few like Harnarayan - large 
farmers who make enough money from their 
lands to be able to save and invest it. 


There are government schemes to help 
landless labourers and small farmers to 
increase their income. We will read about these 
schemes in later classes. 


EXERCISES 


1. What are the similarities and differences between Rajju Bai and Gangu? Discuss their respective 
incomes, land and labour. 

2. One year Ramu sowed his soyabean after a couple of good showers. But after that it did not гат 
for many days. All the little plants in his field died and it was necessary for him to sow soyabean 
again if he wanted to have a crop that усаг. What do you think he could have done? 


3. Read page 193 and answer- What were the three main reasons for Harnarayan having a good 
income? 


` 


4. Why can’t labourers like Rajju Bai earn enough to make both ends meet? Give three reasons. 


5. You have learnt in this chapter about different kinds of farmers and how they practice agriculture. 
Fill in the table given below: | 


Labour Sale of Harvest 


sells imme- 
dietely after 


5 acres 


Medium farmers 
like Ramu 


For manure 


h 
Каң and seeds 


to live on 


Small farmers 


like Gangu the harvest. 


employs 
labourers 


Big farmers 
like Harnarayan 


Labourers 
like Rajju Bai 
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6. DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 


MOHALLA, VILLAGE, TEHSIL AND DISTRICT 
Write your address like this:- 
Your name ` 
Your mohalla / colony 
The name of your village / town 
The name of your tehsil 
The name of your district 


You live in one place, but your address has the names of so many places. Why? 
Ultimately, where do you live — in the village / town, the tehsil or the district? 


Let us try to understand this further. You live in your house. Your house is ina mohalla 
or a colony. Your colony or mohalla is made up of your house and many other houses. 
Your colony or mohalla is in your village or town. Your village / town is made up of a 
number of colonies and mohallas, including the one in which you live. 


Therefore, living in your house, you also live in your colony and in your village / town, 
too. This is because your house is in your and your colony is in your - 


Similarly, your village / town is in your tehsil. Your tehsil is made up of a number of 
villages and some towns. 


Your tehsil is in a district. Your district is made up of your tehsil, along with a number 
of other tehsils. Thus, while living їп опе place you also belong to a number of places. 
YOUR DISTRICT 
Ask your teacher to show you the map of your district. Try and locate your tehsil in it. 


You have seen the map of your tehsil. In the map of your district does your tehsil still 
look the same size? 


Which are the other tehsils in your district ? 
How is the boundary of your tehsil shown in this map? 
` How is the district boundary shown in this map? 


Make a table of tehsils and villages. Write the names of all tehsils of your district. 
Against the name of each tehsil, write the names of at least three of its villages. 


| Choose Ше right statements from below, and correct the wrong ones: 
1. There are many colonies in one house. 

_ There are many villages in one tehsil. 

. There are many villages in one colony. 

_ There are many districts in one tehsil. 

_ There аге many houses in one village. 

There are many colonies in one village. 


‚ There are many villages in one district. 
‚ There are more villages in a district than there are villages in a гейз. 
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OFFICIALS OF THE DISTRICT AND TEHSIL 


Do you know what work is done in the tehsil 
and district offices? Come, let’s visit the tehsil 
and district headquarters to find out. 


СОК Есил с гта 


The district and tehsil headquarters have 
many offices with a large number of 
employees. In this chapter we will learn about 
the work of the Patwari, Tehsildar and District 
Magistrate or District Collector. 


These three officials, the patwari, the 
tehsildar and the district collector, besides 
doing other things, are responsible for keeping 
records of the ownership and use of land and 
settling land disputes. Let us meet them and 
find out about their work and the problems 
they face. 


PATWARI 


Measuring farmlands and keeping land 
records is the patwari’s main work. 


If there is any dispute over a piece of 
farmland, the person whose name is entered 
in the patwari’s record 
would be the 
one who will 
ultimately be 
considered Ше. 
owner. 


A patwari 
collects a lot 
of information 
such as: how 


Fig. 1. Patwari with land maps 


much land different people in the village own? 
How much land has been sold, and by whom? 
Who has bought this land? How much is the 
government land there? Has anyone 
encroached on this land? How much has been 
sown with Kharif crops and how many with 
Rabi crops? 

On the basis of the information provided 
by the patwari, the Government collects land 
revenue from the farmers. Land revenue is а 
kind of tax, which is fixed on the basis of the 
quality and amount of farmland owned and the 


nature of crops sown. 


Let us meet the patwari of Kaniyakhedi. 
You have read about Kaniyakhedi earlier. You 
remember that, don’t you? 


The Patwari of Kaniyakhedi 


Village Kaniyakhedi is in Amarbor tehsil. 
Mohan Kumar is the patwari of Kaniyakhedi. 
Apart from Kaniyakhedi, Mohan Kumar ts also 
the patwari of three other villages — Paganwa, 
Noonpur and Manigaon. 


Patwari Mohan Kumar prepares the 
accounts for the land revenue of these villages. 
He gives these accounts to the Patels of 
different villages. On the basis of these 
accounts, the Patels collect land revenue from 
individual farmers. 


Mohan Kumar is very busy today. He has 
to complete the accounts of all the four villa ges 
in his region and give them to the Patels. He 

also has to submit a copy of 

the accounts at the Amarbor 

tehsildar’s office by 
tomorrow. 


Mohan Kumar 
arrived at the 
Kaniyakhedi Patel’s 
house. “Кат-Кат 
bhai! Here's the 
form for the land 
revenue of 
Kaniyakhedi. 1 
have entered in it 
the amount of the 
Jirst installment to 
moe paid by the 
~ Jarmers. You will 


Fig. 2. Map of 
Amarbor tehsil 


Index 


District Boundary 


Tehsil Boundary 


Village Boundary 


have to collect the land revenue and submit it 
in time, ” Mohan Kumar said to the patel. He 
then gave the land revenue forms to the patel, 
got on to his cycle and left for Paganwa. 


As he was giving the land revenue forms to 
the patel of Paganwa, a farmer came up to 
him saying, “I have been looking for you for 
several days. Its good you are here today.” 
“Why, what did you want,” asked Mohan 
Kumar. 


“Don t you know the field with the peepal 
tree next to my fields? I have bought that. The 
sale has been registered. Please come and 
measure it and enter it in my name in your 
records,” he told Mohan Kumar. 


“I don t have time today. Г come here next 
Tuesday and do your work. Meanwhile, give 
me an application for measurement of your 
land,” Mohan Kumar replied. 


Then another farmer came over. “I want to 
get a well dug on my land. I need a loan for 
the well. Could you give me a certificate saying 
that I own only three acres of land and that I 
am from a scheduled caste? I need this 
certificate for a subsidy in the loan,” he said. 
Mohan Kumar looked up his records, found 
the farmer s name and gave him the required 
certificate. The patwari then gathered his 
papers and left for Manigaon. 


е Locate four sentences, which tell you 
about the patwari’s work, and write 
-them in your notebook. Да 


е What work does the patel do? - 


$ 


з of the villages of which 
is the patwari. 
are they located? 


у аге, find out from 


és your patwari do besides 
bed above? . 
ages does he cover? 


aa 


THE TEHSILDAR ОЕ AMARBOR 


Usually for every three or four villages 
there is one patwari. There are a large number 
of villages in a tehsil. The tehsildar supervises 
the work of all the patwaris of a tehsil. 


The tehsildar of Amarbor tehsil has his 
office in Amarbor. This is called the Tehsil 
Office. The tehsildar of Amarbor is a person 
called Arif Ansari. Let us meet him and find 
out about his work. 


Today is 10th of February. As soon as Arif 
Ansari reached his office, he called for the 
land revenue recovery records. He carefully 
went through them to see how many farmers 
had not paid the first installment of land 
revenue that year. He found that about a 
hundred farmers from 10-12 villages had not 
paid the first installment. He told the clerk in 
his office to send a notice to all of them. “Те! 
them that if they dont pay up in 15 days time, 
ме ' be forced to take action against them.” 

As he was checking the records, Ansari also 
found that five or six patwaris had not yet 
submitted their revenue records. He wrote to 
them asking why their records had not been 
submitted in time. 


The tehsildar has to periodically check the 
land revenue records. If a farmer does not pay 
his land revenue for a long time, then a case 15 
registered against him in the tehsi/dar’s court. 
It is the tehsildar’s duty to ensure that farmers 
in his tehsil pay land revenue. 

If any patwari does not keep records 
properly or does not submit his records in time, 
it is the tehsildar who has the authority to ask 
for an explanation. 


After scrutinising the land revenue records, 
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Fig 3: Tehsildar’s court 


Ansari had to hear some cases. The hearing 
of land disputes also takes place first in the 
tehsildar’s court. A farmer had complained 
that another farmer had encroached upon his 
farmland. Ansari heard the evidence on both 
sides. He then ordered the patwari of that 
village to measure the disputed fields and 
produce the map in the next hearing. He also 
gave the date for the next hearing. There were 
two or three more cases relating to land 
disputes to be heard that day. Ansari closed 
his court after hearing them. 


Several people were waiting outside for 
him. A person had come to get his caste 
certificate signed by the tehsildar. He needed 
this certificate for his daughter s student 
stipend. Seeing the name of the village from 
where the person had come, the tehsildar said, 
“This village is not in this tehsil. You will have 
to go to Piploda and get it certified by the 
tehsildar there.” In this way Ansari’s day 
ended. 


The next day Ansari had to go to 
Chahatpani. The patwari there had 
complained that someone had grabbed two 
acres of government land. 


When Ansari reached Chahatpani, the 
patwari showed him the encroached land. The 
tehsildar compared this with the map and 
found the patwari to be correct. He learnt that 
a person named Lakhiram was responsible for 
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the encroachment, i.e., extending his farmland 
onto some portion of the government land. 
Lakhiram did not stay in Chahatpani, but in 
the town. Ansari registered a case of 
encroachment against him. After the trip to 
Chahatpani, the tehsildar returned to 
Amarbor. 


Amarbor is just an imaginary tehsil. But the 
work that Ansari has been shown doing is what 
all the tehsildars actually do. 


е Ifa farmer does not pay land revenue, 
what сап а tehsildar do? 


• Ifa patwari двез not submit proper land 
revenue records to the village patel, 
what will atehsildardo? | | 


lifferences between a 
ага в and a tehsildar’s work? Point 


-your answer. - 


* Who is the tehsildar of your tehsil? 
- Have you ever met him? If yes, for what 


| purpose? 


| е Мате апу five villages whose land 
| records are seen by your tehsildar. 


Fig. 4. Map of Chandanpur district 
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COLLECTOR or DISTRICT MAGISTRATE 


The above section was about the tehsildar 
of Amarbor. Tehsil Amarbor is in Chandanpur 
district. Apart from tehsil Amarbor, there are 
other tehsils in Chandanpur district. These are 


tehsil Mesdiha, tehsil Piploda, and tehsil 
Maalipur. 


You must have heard the term collector. 
The district collector is also called the district 
magistrate. The collector supervises the work 
not only of a tehsil, but also of the whole 
district. He or she supervises not only the work 
of land revenue collection, but also all the 
other government departments of the district. 


There are various departments of the state 
government in the district - Police 
Department, Education Department, Health 
Department, Agriculture Department, Forest 


Department, Panchayat Department, etc. Each 


of these departments have their own officers. 
However, if any department faces a problem 
which its officials cannot solve, then the 
collector has to attend to the problem. In a way, 


the collector is responsible for the whole . 


district. 


The District Magistrate of Chandanpur 


The office of the district magistrate of 
Chandanpur is in Chandanpur town. The 
district magistrate reaches her office at 10:30 
every morning: 


At 11:30 today there is a meeting of the 
officers of all the departments in the office of 
the collector. The heads of all the departments 
have come for the meeting. The collector, 
Manisha Nagle, asked the head of each 
department about the progress of the work 
done during the previous month. She also 
asked them about the problems they were 
facing in their work. The meeting continued 
till about 2 о соск in the afternoon. 


After the meeting, Nagle went through files. 
There was a stack of files. Each file dealt with 
a different subject. She would read them and 


eT 


write her comments or orders on them. 


One of the files held a complaint against 
the sarpanch of Mankapur panchayat. Nagle 
read the file and called her assistant on the 
phone, “Let me speak to the district panchayat 


officer.” 

The district panchayat officer told her that 
the Panchayat Inspector had inquired into the 
matter. “Oh, has he? I havent received his 
report yet,” said Nagle. “Just send over the 
report so that I can take action.” They 
discussed a couple of other matters and then 
Nagle put the phone down. 


It was already 3 P.M. by the time Manisha 
Nagle finished looking at the files. From 3 P.M. 
to 4:30 РМ. every day, she meets the people 
of the district. People from all the tehsils of 
Chandanpur come to meet her with their 
problems. 


A small farmer from Mesdiha tehsil has 
come to her with a complaint that another 
farmer had encroached on his land. He had 
given an application to the tehsildar for 
registering a case in the tehsildar 5 court. He 
had met the tehsildar many times, but there 
had been no hearing of his case. Nagle took a 
copy of his application and said that she would 
herself talk to the tehsildar about it. 


Some farmers had come from tehsil 
Piploda. There was no irrigation in their 
village. It was also very difficult to dig wells 
there. The canals from the dam built at 
Manakpur had reached nearby villages but 
did not extend to their village. The farmers 
wanted the canals to be brought to their village 
so that they, too, could reap its benefits. 


Manisha Nagle told them that she could not 
do anything in this matter. Their village did 
not come under the irrigation plan of the 
Manakpur dam. The state government makes 
these plans. If they wanted to get canal 
irrigation in their village they would have to 
ask their M.L.A. to get it approved in the 
irrigation plan of the state government. 

The collector, the tehsi/dar and the patwari 
implement the laws and policies made by the 
state government. They follow the orders of 
the state government. They cannot change any 
rule or law or policy. 
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At 5 A.M. the next morning, Manisha Nagle 
received a phone call from Amarbor. The 
cotton stored at the ginning mill in Amarbor 
had caught fire that night. Burning tufts of 
cotton were flying in the air and landing in 
the nearby area. People were still trying to put 
out the fire. Nagle decided that she would leave 
for Amarbor immediately. She rang up the 
superintendent of police and the civil surgeon 
and asked them to come along. 


Manisha Nagle reached Amarbor around 8 
A.M. and went straight to the cotton ginning 
mill. A lot of the cotton had been destroyed 
but the fire was now under control. The 
municipality chairperson and the tehsildar 
were also there. The collector asked them how 
much damage had been done. The chairperson 
told her that two labourers in the mill had 
suffered severe burns and had been admitted 
to the hospital. A few houses had also been 
burnt down. 


Nagle announced a compensation of ten 
thousand rupees each to the owners of the 
houses, which had been burnt and promised 
to inquire into the causes of the fire. 


Nagle visited the two injured labourers at 
the hospital. She also announced a relief 
payment of twenty thousand rupees each to the 
two labourers. 


On her way back to Chandanpur Nagle 
stopped at a couple of villages and talked to 
the farmers and panchs about their problems. 
After passing through tehsil Amarbor she 
stopped at Mankapur and enquired about the 
complaint against the sarpanch there. She 
returned to Chandanpur only after it was dark. 


Chandanpur is an imaginary district. But 
what you saw the collector of Chandanpur 
doing, 15 Ше work done by every district 
collector. 


е On the basis of what you have read in 
С this chapter, describe the work of the 
г. collector, OE ES 
ег Сап the collector make any new law? 
e List three differences between a 
ehsildar and a collector, Who | 
higher official among them 
_ reasons for your answer, 


Who is the collector of ‘your dis 


¥ 


Fig. 5. District collector at the mill 


MADHYA PRADESH AND ITS DISTRICTS 


Your district is in the state of Madhya 
Pradesh. Apart from your district, there are 
many other districts in Madhya Pradesh. Each 
district has a collector, who like Manisha 
Nagle supervises all government work in the 
district. 


е Look at the map of Madhya Pradesh 
given on the next page. How many types 
of lines can you see in this map? | 

• How are the boundaries of each district 
shown in this map? 

е How is the boundary of Madhya 
Pradesh shown in this map? 

е Locate your district in this map and colour | 

> Е 
е The problems of which of the following 


places will the collector of your district 
solve – Hoshangabad, Bhopal, Indore, 


Jabalpur, Bastar, Dewas, Rewa, 
ща Gwalior? Colour these districts also. 
е How many district collectors are there 
in Madhya Pradesh? 


There are 61 districts in Madhya Pradesh. 
This entire state has one state government 
which governs it. We shall learn more about 
them in higher classes 
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MAP: DISTRICTS OF 
MADHYA PRADESH 
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Scale 1 cm = 65 km 


EXERCISES 


1. Correct the false statements 
(a) The whole of Madhya Pradesh has more tehsils than the tehsils in Ho 
‚ (b) Dewas district has more villages than Bagli tehsil. 
(c) District Betul is in Madhya Pradesh state. 
(d) The District Collector of Indore attends to the problems of Dewas. 
2. Choose the correct option and fill in the blanks – 
(a) The (tehsildar ! patwari I MLA / collector) measures а 
` (b) If you want to complain about the panchayat, you will have to co 
(patwari / tehsildar ! collector). 
(c) It is the work of the _ (patel | tehsildar / MLA) to supervi 
keeping of the patwari. ` 


shangabad district. 


gricultural land. 
mplain to the 


se the timely record 


` 


3. Here are some problems of our place- For each of these problems, 
(tehsildar / patwari / sarpanch / Mayor/ Collector) “ ; 
(a) Your lane in the village does not have a drain, so water collects on the street. | 
(b) Ramlal has bought land from Bheeru, but the patwari is not entering the land in his name. 
(c) The canals of the dam made on the Putli river (the dam is in a neighbouring tehsil) have not 

_ reached our village. 

4. Compare the Municipality chairperson and the tehsildar and point out the di 
the two. aay: 

5. Give an example of the kind of work that a collector is not authorised to do. Who can do this 


work? 


whom do we approach first? 


fferences between 
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